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COVID-19 


Stores, 
restaurants 
practice 
social 
distancing 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


REGION — As of March 24 
at noon, Massachusetts Governor 
Charlie Baker ordered closed all 
non-essential businesses to workers, 
customers and the public. This order 
will remain in effect until April 7 at 
noon. 

Since this announcement, local 
supermarkets and restaurants have 
been taking precautionary measures 
to ensure each customer that visits 
has a clean and safe environment. 

In Governor Baker’s March 24 
emergency order, Baker encouraged 
restaurants, bars and other establish- 
ments that sell food and beverage 
products to the public to continue 
selling these products, as long as 
they follow social distancing proto- 
cols and offer food for take-out and 
delivery. 

One business paying attention 
to the social distancing protocol is 
the Jane Alden Dairy Store on N. 
Main St. in Palmer. 

Gita Patel, the manager, said 
that they are choosing to stay open, 
are keeping a distance from the cus- 
tomers and cleaning everything they 
touch, including the doors, and are 
restricting social gatherings inside 
the store. 

She also said that essential 
items, such as milk, can be pur- 
chased at the store, but as of March 
20, they had run out of toilet paper. 

For questions or information 
of products the store sells, call 413- 
283-5218, or visit their Facebook 
page, under the same name as the 
store. 

Another local supermarket that 
has been taking necessary precau- 
tions is Adams Hometown Market, 
located in Monson on Main St. 

Ata store level, manager Jeffrey 
Prindle said that they are trying to 
get their orders out way in advance, 
and trying to make sure that their 
customers have all of the essential 
items that they will need, such as 
meats and produce, since there is a 
limit of these items going through 
the pipeline right about now. 

Prindle said that certain de- 
partments from a service end have 
been shut down, so the employees 
can avoid any hand-to-hand con- 
tact. This means the market’s hot 
foods program is discontinued as 
of now, the market’s deli is offering 
pre-sliced meat, and they are also 
not selling single units of bagels, 
to avoid having customers reaching 
into bins. 

He said that they are very fo- 
cused on providing their custom- 
ers the basic needs, “to make sure 
people have what they need for this 
temporary crisis.” 

The market is now open from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 1s allowing a 
grace period for senior citizens, first 
responders, and anybody who is 
immune compromised, to do their 
shopping between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
Employees will also be at the door 
to ensure that they are the only ones 
doing their shopping so that they 
have a chance to get the essential 
items they need without the strug- 
gles of large crowds. 

The market has three deep 
cleanings at 7 a.m., 11 a.m., and 3 
p.m., and again when the store clos- 
es. Employees also sanitizing their 
hands minute by minute and wear- 
ing gloves while they work. For 
more information on the market, 
visit https://www.adamshometown- 
markets.com/, or call 413-267-3144. 
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Zachary Rivest of Palmer enjoying the early spring snow and practicing his social distancing. March 23, 2020. 
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COMMUNITY 


Jail pauses inmate 
visits to slow virus 
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By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


The Hampden County Sher- 
iff’s Department is making several 
operational changes in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic, including 
temporarily pausing inmate visits 
and requiring professional visitors 
to wear face masks. 

The department recently had 
one person placed in preventative 
medical quarantine for showing 
symptoms potentially associated 
with COVID-19, according to a 
press release. But as of March 13, 
that person was symptom-free and 
determined not to be ill and was re- 
moved from preventative medical 
quarantine. 

The department last week held 
a press conference and announced 
a number of temporary operational 
changes, including pausing inmate 
visits for 60 days or until the threat 
of COVID-19 passes, authorizing 
two hours of free phone calls per 
week and giving each inmate three 
free envelopes per week. 


Baker-Polito Administration 
files legislation to address 
challenges during COVID-19 


BOSTON — On Tuesday, the 
Baker-Polito Administration filed 
An Act to Further Address Chal- 
lenges Faced by Municipalities 
and School Districts Resulting 
from COVID-19, which would pro- 
vide administrative relief to state 
and local government entities im- 
pacted by the ongoing COVID-19 
outbreak, including modifying lo- 
cal permitting processes, enabling 
municipalities to extend tax and 
finance deadlines, and extending 
deadlines for certain education re- 
quirements. 

Full details on proposed 
changes in the legislation 
include: 

Suspending the cap on hours 
and compensation for retired em- 
ployees collecting a pension for 
hours worked during the state of 
emergency, allowing municipali- 
ties to tap qualified workers when 
their workforces might be disrupt- 
ed. 

Permitting establishments li- 
censed to sell alcohol for on-prem- 
ises consumption to sell wine and 
beer by take-out and delivery, pro- 
vided that the wine or beer is sold 
in the original sealed container, is 
sold in the same transaction as a 
purchase of food and is not over 
certain volume limitations. 

Modifying the local permit- 
ting process during the state of 
emergency by: 

Providing that no permit 1s 
automatically granted, approved, 
or denied because a local per- 
mitting authority is unable to act 


within a time period required by 
law. 

Providing that any permit that 
is currently valid will not lapse or 
expire during the state of emer- 
gency and suspends any time lim- 
itation on such permits during the 
emergency. 

Allowing applications — for 
permits to be filed electronically, 
to eliminate the need for in-person 
filing. 

Suspending any requirement 
that a hearing on a permit appli- 
cation be held within a certain pe- 
riod until 45 days after the end of 
the state of emergency 

Extending municipal tax 
deadlines by allowing municipal- 
ities to waive late-payment penal- 
ties for 4th quarter tax bills, which 
are due May 1. In addition, munic- 
ipalities could change their tax bill 
due date from April | to June 1. 

Allowing municipalities to 
extend the deadline for property 
tax exemptions and deferrals. The 
current statutory deadline is April 
1, and this would allow munici- 
palities to extend it to June 1. 

Permitting Regional School 
Districts to suspend the statutori- 
ly-required vote on the approval of 
their fiscal year 2021 budget and 
allowing the Department of Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education 
to certify an amount sufficient for 
the operation of the district, until a 
budget can be adopted. 

Modifying the MCAS by per- 
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Submitted photo 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi details the Hampden County Sheriff's Department re- 
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic at the county jail in Ludlow last week. 


“These are unprecedented 
times and to adapt, and best protect 
our staff, the offenders in our care 
and the general public, we are tak- 
ing unprecedented measures that 
impact virtually every aspect of our 
operations,’ said Hampden County 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi. “None of these 
decisions were made lightly and we 
will continually be evaluating our 
decisions over the coming weeks 
to ensure that these changes remain 
necessary and are the best way to 
ensure the health and safety of ev- 
ery staff member and person in our 
care.” 

Other operational changes in- 
clude temporarily stopping all of- 
fender-based programming and re- 
ducing programming provided by 
the sheriff’s department; allowing 
attorney, clergy and court-ordered 
visits only if they wear face masks 
and in a non-contact manner; and 
altering the PVTA’s Stonybrook Ex- 
press bus line, which is subsidized 
by the sheriff’s department and 


SHERIFF I page 5 


Hitchcock Free Academy welcomes 
director Cynthia Skowyra 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD - _ Brimfield 
resident Cynthia Skowyra brings 
many years of experience in com- 
munity relations, marketing, event 
planning and more in her new posi- 
tion as executive director of Hitch- 
cock Free Academy, following the 
departure of Sue Gregory on Feb. 
29 after more than 30 years. 

One of the main reasons that 
Skowyra chose to take her new po- 
sition at Hitchcock Academy was 
the chance to provide different 
new programs and ideas to Brim- 
field and surrounding communities 
through the same place that she, 
parents — Joseph and Jean Skow- 
rya — her aunts and uncles, family 
friends and people she grew up, 
with previously attended. 

“Here I can be this resource 
in my own hometown communi- 
ty, and provide things for people, 


whether its cultural or ed- 
ucational, or just some- 
thing social,’ said Skow- 
yra. 

Some of Skowyra’s 
experience in leadership 
comes from her previous 
positions as vice presi- 
dent of community rela- 
tions at Bank of America 
in Worcester from 2001 
to 2004, and the director 
of programs and events for 
the Worcester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce from 2005 to 2013. 

When working as the vice 
president of community relations 
at Bank of America, Skowyra man- 
aged the review and distribution 
of a $2 million budget including 
grants and sponsorships through- 
out Central and Western Mass. She 
also initiated strategies, built and 
maintained strategic partnerships 
and relationships with regional and 
local leaders, community-based 





Cynthia Skowyra 


organizations, nonprofits, 
and community  devel- 
opment organizations in 
support of community ini- 
tiatives. 

As the director of 
programs and events for 
the Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Skowyra’s responsibilities 
included directing, plan- 
ning, creating and man- 
aging the execution of 
program and event details for 50- 
plus events a year that comprised 
$1 million of the budgets for the 
largest chamber in New England. 
She also handled all aspects of vet- 
ting, negotiating and contracting 
nationally prominent speakers and 
event venues, along with other re- 
sponsibilities. 

One of Skowyra’s biggest 
accomplishments as the director 
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United Way of Pioneer Valley announces 
Recovery & Relief Fund 


SPRINGFIELD — United 
Way of Pioneer Valley has estab- 
lished the COVID-19 Recovery 
and Relief Fund to provide aid 
and resources to those affected by 
the current public health emergen- 
cy. As the pandemic unfolds and 
schools, events and workplaces 


close, hourly, low-wage workers 
and many others will experience 
unprecedented financial hardship. 
In Massachusetts, two in five 
workers lack sufficient savings to 
withstand a sudden loss in wages. 

Funds collected for this Emer- 
gency Relief Fund will help fam- 


ilies and individuals impacted by 
the pandemic to meet their basic, 
childcare, housing and _ financial 
needs. 

Your community needs your 
help now more than ever. Please 
visit uwpv.org/covid19. Every do- 
nation helps those in need! 
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Massachusetts launches 
COVID-19 text message 
notification system 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Administration on 
Tuesday announced the launch of a new text-based no- 
tification system to deliver important information about 
the Commonwealth’s COVID-19 response to Massa- 
chusetts residents. 

“Throughout this outbreak, we have consistently 
reminded our residents to get their information from 
trusted sources. Today we’re making that easier,’ said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “With the addition of this new 
communication tool, we’re making it easier for every- 
one to stay informed about state actions and important 
announcements related to COVID-19.” 

The new messaging tool called “AlertsMA” will 
allow residents to subscribe to real-time notifications 
by texting the keyword COVIDMA to 888-777. After 
signing up, state and public health officials can send 
short messages and links to information directly to a 
resident’s cell phone or other mobile device. 

“Being well-informed during this public health 
emergency, and following health officials’ advice, 
can help us to slow and eventually stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in our communities,” said Secretary Mary- 
lou Sudders, the Commonwealth’s COVID-19 Com- 
mand Center Director. “Staying connected with our 
residents is a central part of our response.” 

The AlertsMA notifications can be used to share 
news, prevention information, and help connect resi- 
dents to information that they are looking for through 
other public information channels, such as the state’s 
Information line, 2-1-1, and website searches on Mass. 
Gov. 

The Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Technol- 
ogy Services and Security partnered with Everbridge, 
whose platform powers AlertsMA, to bring the notifi- 
cation service online during the COVID-19 response. 
Everbridge is a Massachusetts-based company located 
in Burlington. The company’s notification service is as- 
sisting the public health response around the country, 
including New York City, San Francisco, and Houston. 

“During this public health emergency, it 1s increas- 
ingly important that we leverage technology to enhance 
our ability to communicate with the residents and busi- 
nesses of the Commonwealth,” said Secretary of Tech- 
nology Services and Security Curtis M. Wood. “This 
text message notification service is a tool that reaches 
people in the easiest way possible — on their mobile 
devices — to keep them informed on the latest updates 
from the Commonwealth. 

“Statewide public notification systems like Alerts- 
MA will keep people safe and businesses running when 
critical events occur,’ said David Meredith, CEO of 
Burlington-based Everbridge. “With our headquarters 
here in Massachusetts, Everbridge proudly serves the 
Commonwealth as their statewide mass notification 
provider, keeping citizens informed during COVID-19. 
We would like to thank the Governor and the State for 
their continued prioritization on emergency readiness, 
response and communications.” 

The Commonwealth will promote the service on 
Mass.gov, through digital displays and billboards at the 
MBTA, via MassDOT, and through social media. 





PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley. 
com. 
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Turley Publications staff photo by Elise Linscott 
Empty shelves at Big Y on Thorndike St. in Palmer, which was completely sold out of toilet paper at 5 p.m. on 
March 13. Many stores have been reporting shortages of items like toilet paper and bottled water. (Editor’s 
note: Now more than ever, when shopping please only buy what is really necessary. Even in the case of a 
shelter in place order, grocery stores and essential businesses will remain open. Searching for out of stock 
items also makes life more difficult for stressed medical workers and others battling against this pandemic, 
and for those who have limited time or resources.) 





Applicants Sought For A Better Monson 


The Grace Makepeace Trust 
for Historic Preservation is seek- 
ing applicants within the Town of 
Monson to apply for grants from 
the Trust. 

The Trust will consider re- 
quests from persons or organiza- 
tions up to $1000.00 for projects 
that fall into the following catego- 
ries and criteria. 

1. Maintaining the responsi- 
bilities of the Monson Historical 
Commission 

2. Support of any property 
bequeathed or devised to the Town 
of Monson for historic purposes 

3. Support for any museum 
maintained and established in the 


Expungement and record sealing forum draws crowd 


Town of Monson for historic pur- 
poses 

4. Support any assertive or 
aggressive ideas within the Town 
of Monson to promote the Town; 

5. Other examples of what 
the Trust would consider, but is 
not limited to these examples - 

a. Development and promo- 
tion of tourism 

b. Promotion of the general 
economy related to: establishing 
historic sites; renovations to cur- 
rent historical buildings; educa- 
tional programming to include 
payment for exhibits, speakers or 
recreating town meetings; 

6. Additional acquisitions 


of properties within the Town of 
Monson; 

7. Maintenance of any histor- 
ic property within the Town. 

Please submit only one (1) 
application per individual or orga- 
nization. 

For anyone interested in ap- 
plying please go to shepemy@ 
gmail.com for additional infor- 
mation and an application form. 
Please submit five (5) copies of 
your application. All applications 
must be mailed and received by 
April 21, 2020 to Makepeace 
Trust, 4 Carpenter Rd., Monson, 
MA 01057 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm 
deadline for public submissions to Mondays. To 
get your submission in for that week’s edition, 
email Editor at bcoulter@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 





Corrections 


The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2 
or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at beoulter@ 
turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at: Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069. 





Cash flow relief for 
small local business 


On Sunday, Governor Baker announced new mea- 
sures for administrative tax relief for small local busi- 
nesses impacted by COVID-19, especially in the restau- 
rant and hospitality sectors. 

For small businesses, defined as those who paid 
less than $150,000 in 2019 in sales and meals, or room 
occupancy taxes, the state will be postponing the pay- 
ment of their respective sales, meals, or room occupan- 
cy taxes. 

1. Taxes due for March, April, and May will instead 
be due on June 20. 

2. All penalties and interest that would otherwise 
apply will be waived. 

3. The Department of Revenue is currently drafting 
emergency regulations to put this relief in place and ex- 
pects them to be finalized before Friday. 


Support the local 





Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 
unique Is Its 
personalized instruction. 


HOLYOKE — A forum on record sealing 
and expungement drew a larger than antici- 
pated crowd to the Holyoke Public Library 
on Feb. 27. The forum, presented by Hamp- 
den District Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni, 
who was joined by First Assistant District 
Attorney Eduardo Velazquez, and members 
of the District Attorney’s Community Safety 
and Outreach team, presented information on 
expungement, CORI law, and record sealing 
to acapacity crowd 
over 100 people, 
many of whom 
work in substance 
use and recovery 
counseling and ca- 
reer development. 





Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


Basic reading, writing and math skills 


Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
English Language Instruction (including conversation classes) 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


e Lot Clearing 


e Storm work 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured e References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 
e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Work 


e Furnace Wood 


The District Attorney has done a series 
of these unique educational events aimed 
both at folks who may pursue sealing or ex- 
pungement of their records, as well as those 
who work in social services who can pass 
this important information on to their clients 
and those they serve, a novel form of “train- 
ing the trainer.” 

For someone to seal their record, they 
first must petition the Commissioner of Pro- 
bation or go to the court clerk’s office where 
their conviction was entered to initiate the 
process. If the petitioner’s effort 1s within the 
law’s allowances, a hearing will be ultimate- 
ly held where the petitioner’s request will e1- 
ther be granted or not by the court. 

Hampden District Attorney Anthony D. 


e Firewood $220/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 





TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 


» VOLUNTEER 
TUTORS 
' NEEDED! 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer ¢ Email 
e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 





aesbouk com/topfloorlearningpalmer 








» Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 





The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 40m: Thurs. 10am - 4pm 


Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


Gulluni stated, “A person’s criminal history 
can be an obstacle to pursuing an education 
or obtaining gainful employment. Our forum 
provides education on the state of the law so 
people who have paid their debt to society 
can improve themselves and become con- 
tributing community members. We are hap- 
py to help those who are ready and willing to 
help themselves.” 

Criminal offenses that are not eligible: 
crimes of violence, child sexual abuse, gun 
or other weapon related offenses, and oper- 
ating a vehicle under the influence. If there 
was a victim involved with the crime they 
mustn’t have been elderly, disabled, or a 
family member. 


visit us at 


journalregister.turley.com 


O’Connor Auto Body 


45 Commercial Street, Thorndike, MA 


283-3751 


COMPLETE BODY WORK & PAINTING 


INSURANCE ESTIMATES 
USED CARS 


Fax: 283-9806 


OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-5, SAT. 8-1 ¢ MA REGISTERED REPAIR SHOP #RS1552 


Support the local 
businesses that 
Support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Journal 
Register 


Pamela-Jean Gauthier 
413-237-9604 cell 
413-277-0668 store 


pamela-jean’s 


pamelajeanstalloring@gmall. com 


businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Journal 
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EMAIL 
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Survival Center operational during virus outbreak 


Donations, services 
scaled back for safety 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


INDIAN ORCHARD - 
Hunger never takes a vacation, 
even during a pandemic. 

For hundreds of residents 
locally, the Community Sur- 
vival Center is a vital resource 
keeping their families fed each 
day. As businesses, government 
and organizations nationwide 
respond and take drastic mea- 
sures to keep individuals safe 
amid the outbreak of the new 
coronavirus, COVID-19, so 
have the staff of the Survival 
Center. 

“We’re doing our best,” 
said Mary Cassidy, executive 
director of the center that serves 
the towns of Hampden, Ludlow, 
Wilbraham and the Springfield 
neighborhoods of Indian Or- 
chard, Sixteen Acres and Pine 
Point. “We are taking this one 
day at a time but obviously, fu- 
ture cuts will have to happen.” 

Cassidy said that at present, 
amid calls for social distancing 
— keeping six-feet of separation 
between others — they are lim- 
iting the waiting area to three 
people at a time and five people 
in either the Thrift Shop or Food 
Pantry. They have also suspend- 
ed all volunteers. 

In terms of donations, Cas- 
sidy said they will only accept 
donations of food and money. 

“Fortunately we still have 
a lot of wonderful people in the 
churches and the faith commu- 
nity, and individuals who con- 
tinue to support us,” she said. 

Monetary and food dona- 


tions account for the bulk of 
both resources. According to 
the annual report for fiscal 2019 
(July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019), 
total financial contributions 
amounted to $287,733. Groups 
provided $13,461 and business- 
es gave $10,585. The Survival 
Center’s Thrift Shop, which 
is Open to anyone and helps 
fund the operation, contributed 
$100,600. 

In terms of food donations 
during that time, the Surviv- 
al Center received 196,226 
pounds of food. Of that amount, 
87,018 pounds were distributed 
through the Emergency Food 
Program. The Survival Center 
purchased 5,693 pounds to dis- 
tribute. 

Last year, Cassidy said the 
National Association of Letter 
Carriers, who collect non-per- 
ishable food donations in the 
mailboxes of communities in- 
cluding Ludlow and Wilbra- 
ham around Mother’s Day each 
year, delivered a record 31,546 
pounds of food. With health 
concerns and closures, she’s 


concerned that this year’s drive 
may not happen. 

“People are worried about 
keeping their own families fed,’ 
she said. 

The Survival Center offers 
several food programs for folks 
and families in need. The Emer- 
gency Food Program offers a 
four- to five-day supply of nec- 
essary food to families within 
the service area up to six times 
during the fiscal year (July 
1-June 30). 

To utilize the service, par- 
ticipants must provide a verifi- 
cation of address with a current 
piece of postmarked mail for all 
adults in the household, provide 
verification of total monthly 
income that must fall within 
USDA guidelines, and provide 
a rent receipt, mortgage state- 
ment or property tax bill. 

A Preschool Program is 
available for those utilizing the 
Emergency Food Program. Par- 
ticipants receive 20 nutritious 
breakfasts, lunches, snacks 
and, when available milk and 
juice. Food comes in the form 
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of bagged groceries. Families 
commit to picking up the food 
once a month until the child is 
able to attend school full-time. 
A birth certificate or health in- 
surance card is required to ver- 
ify each child in the household. 

Additionally, the center 
operates a Senior Program 
available to any senior citizen 
in Hampden County. Seniors 
receive 12 bags weighing 20 to 
22 pounds — one for each month 
of the year — to any and all 
low-income senior households. 
To participate, seniors must 
bring current postmarked mail 
and verification of household 
income on their first visit of the 
fiscal year. 

While the calls for social 
distancing and limitations im- 
posed on gatherings have only 
been underway a short time, 
Cassidy said donations have al- 
ready begun to slow. This, she 
said, is concerning, as the center 
had seen an uptick in new faces 
for months prior to the pandem- 
Ic. 
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“We have been seeing an 
average of 20 new families a 
month to the Food Pantry,” she 
said. “Many people who come 
do work.” 

Those visiting the Survival 
Center to use the Food Pantry 
will receive four to five days’ 
worth of food, she said. Last 
year, due to an increase in food 
donations, the center was able 
to give a six day supply of food. 

“Most people are OK with 
that,’ Cassidy said. “They un- 
derstand the need.” 

Those who do have dona- 
tions of food may still bring 
them to the Survival Center, lo- 
cated at 240 Main St. in Indian 
Orchard. Cassidy said donors 
can stay in their vehicle while 
staff meet them outside to take 
the donations. Monetary do- 
nations can be mailed or made 
online. 

For more information or to 
donate, call 543-3930 or visit 
communitysurvivalcenter.org. 





Holland announces Community Compact grants 


HOLLAND -— The town of Holland 


of that. 


I will continue to support the 


Smola (First Hampden District). “These 


tary of Operational Services. The Com- 


is pleased to announce it was recently 
awarded two Community Compact - 
Best Practices Grants by the Executive 
Office for Administration and Finance 
and the Community Compact Cabinet. 
The first grant award of $11,190 will 
provide funds for the Town of Holland 
to have all of its general and zoning by- 
laws reviewed, updated and profession- 
ally codified. According to Senator Anne 
Gobi, “The Town of Holland continually 
looks for ways to make town government 
work better for its residents and busi- 
nesses and these grants are an example 
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WET HANDS 


town and funding for Community Com- 
pact grants.” 

The second grant award of $6,450, 
will provide funds for the Town of Hol- 
land to purchase an improved budget- 
ing program. This program will create 
a more transparent budgeting document 
that more clearly details all revenues and 
expenditures, better communicates the 
town’s financial policies, and will also 
assist the town improve its long-range 
financial planning. “I’m thrilled that 
Holland was able to secure this compet- 
itive funding,’ said Representative Todd 
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grants help ensure that local govern- 
ments throughout Massachusetts are as 
effective as possible.” 

About the Community Compact 
Cabinet: 

Formed in January 2015, the Com- 
munity Compact Cabinet is chaired by 
Lt. Governor Polito and is composed of 
the secretaries of Housing & Economic 
Development, Education, Transporta- 
tion, Energy & Environmental Affairs, 
and Technology Services and Security, 
and the Senior Deputy Commissioner of 
Local Services and the Assistant Secre- 
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munity Compact Cabinet elevates the 
Administration’s partnerships with cities 
and towns, and allows the Governor’s 
Office to work more closely with lead- 
ers from all municipalities. The Cabinet 
champions municipal interests across all 
executive secretariats and agencies, and 
develops, in consultation with cities and 
towns, mutual standards and best practic- 
es for both the state and municipalities. 
The creation of Community Compacts 
creates clear standards, expectations, and 
accountability for both partners. 


Visit us at 
journalregister. 
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Local Grants 
Awarded To Palmer 
12 Cultural Activities Supported 


PALMER -— State Senator Anne Gobi and Nan- 
cy Roy, chairperson of the Palmer Cultural Council, 
have announced the awarding of 12 grants totaling 
$9,616, for cultural programs in Palmer. 

This year’s grants include: Everyone Shines 
Music Therapy Program at Sunshine Village with 
African Dance and Drumming, $868; Murder in the 
Priory performance, $600, Thanksgiving Harvest per- 
formance, $400, and A Musical Journey Through the 
Years, $375, all at the Palmer Senior Center; the Just 
Peace Players, $500, and a Free for All Open House, 
$326, both at the Second Congregational Church; 
Palmer Public Library Summer Reading Family 
Performance Series, $1,600; Stop the Violence — an 
international poster exhibit at the Palmer Public Li- 
brary in June,$160; Attracting Birds, Butterflies and 
Bees lecture in the spring, $500; Hip Hop Around the 
World in conjunction with the Palmer Council on Ag- 
ing, $380; Field Trip to Hanover Theater in Worces- 
ter for Palmer High Grade 7 students, $2,040; Juggler 
and Musical Performance at the Palmer Artisan Fes- 
tival in May, $425; and the Palmer Artisan Festival, 
$1,442. 

The Palmer Cultural Council is part of a network 
of 329 local cultural councils serving all 351 cities 
and towns in the Commonwealth. These councils, 
including the Palmer Cultural Council, are comprised 
of volunteers appointed by their municipality. Palm- 
er’s members include Donald Blais, Carol Holden, 
Sandra Noonan, Nancy Roy, and Donna Tourville. 

The state legislature provides an annual appro- 
priation to the Mass Cultural Council, a state agen- 
cy, which then allocates funds to each community. 
“While serving this area, I have seen firsthand the 
benefits that cultural councils across the state bring 
towards enriching our communities and improving 
quality of life for our constituents,” commented Sen- 
ator Anne Gobi (D-Spencer), Chair of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Environment and a member of the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee. “Through these part- 
nerships we are able to bring new value, experiences, 
and knowledge to our towns, and as we move through 
this year’s budget process, I look forward to working 
for improved funding and increased awareness on the 
positives such organizations bring.” 

Statewide, more than $4.3 million will be distrib- 
uted by Local Cultural Councils in 2020. Grants will 
support an enormous range of grass-roots activities in 
the arts, humanities, and interpretative sciences that 
provide a public benefit and access to persons with 
disabilities. Nearly half of LCC funds support educa- 
tional activities for young people. 

Palmer Cultural Council is a local agency funded 
by Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 

If you would like more information about the 
Palmer Cultural Council, please contact Nancy Roy 
at 413-896-5838, email: palmerculturalcouncil@ 
gmail.com 





Hitchcock Academy 
scheduling update for the 
remainder of the month 


In accordance with state mandates Hitchcock 
Academy will be closed through the end of the month. 
Staff is utilizing this period to thoroughly clean and 
sanitize the building in anticipation of resuming our 
regular schedule. We realize the impact this has on 
everyone but ask for your patience and understanding 
as we navigate these uncharted waters together. 
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Viewpoints 


March 26, 2020 I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 





OUR VIEW 


Coronavirus is 
a real threat 


mericans don’t like being told what to 
Ae and the government’s been doing an 
awful lot of telling lately. 

Don’t eat out. Don’t send your kids to 
school. Don’t have a party. Don’t watch a pa- 
rade. 

The past week has seen a massive upheaval 
in almost every aspect of almost every Ameri- 
can’s life — home, work, recreation. None of it 
has been welcome. Bu 
we all hated when we heard it as children from 
our parents, our doctors and our teachers — it’s 
for our own good. The point is to protect us 
from the coronavirus. 

The coronavirus that quarantined an entire 
metropolis in China. 

The coronavirus that shut down essentially 
the whole country of Italy. 

The coronavirus is not a possibility or a 
far-off fear. It’s a real thing that has been kill- 
ing thousands of people around the world. It’s 
here now, and the only way we can stop it is to 
keep it from jumping from person to person. 
And the only way to do that is to keep people 
away from people. 

A little skepticism about the claims made 
by politicians is a healthy thing, especially 
when they’re trying to justify restrictions on 
freedom of movement and commerce. But this 
isn’t a good time to take a chance on the experts 
being wrong. Everyone in a position of power 
is saying the same thing — the coronavirus 1s 
a real threat. Federal, state and local officials. 
Doctors and public health agencies. Business 
leaders. Politicians from both major parties. 

That the American death toll hasn’t yet 
reached the crisis levels of Italy or China is 
not a testament to some inherent superiority or 
hardiness of the American public. It’s merely 
a function of the fact that the coronavirus in- 
fected those countries earlier. Public health of- 
ficials aren’t responding to actual deaths on our 
shores. They’re looking at how the disease has 
spread in other countries, and trying to stop it 
from spreading that way here. 

What can you do? 

* Practice good hygiene — wash hands 
frequently, cough into your sleeve rather than 
hand, disinfect frequently touched surfaces and 
items in the home. 

* Stay home. Work from home, learn from 
home, eat at home. Shop online and have items 
delivered. Read books and watch television 
rather than going out for entertainment. Don’t 
host or attend parties. 

* Limit contact between elderly people 
and young people. Senior citizens are especial- 
ly susceptible to Covid-19, and children can 
carry the virus without showing any symptoms. 

* If you begin to experience a fever or flu- 
like symptoms, call your doctor. 

Unfortunately, by the time symptoms ap- 
pear, the patient has already been carrying — 
and spreading — the disease for as long as two 
weeks. Any of us could be infected right now 
and not realize it, so it’s important that all of us 
work to halt its spread, whether we “feel sick” 
or not. 

The government is forcing some of these 
choices on us. Schools, senior centers and in- 
creasingly town halls are closed. Public gath- 
erings of large numbers of people have been 
banned. Restaurants are closed for all but take- 
out and delivery. 

Some of these lifestyle changes are easy. 
Some are difficult. Some may even be annoy- 
ing or burdensome. 

But every one of them is better than get- 
ting infected. And every one of them 1s better 
than getting your grandparents, your parents, or 
your elderly neighbors infected, too. 





What do you think? Send your letter to the 
editor to elinscott@ turley.com. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Im terrified 


To the editor: 


I’m terrified. We’re facing a crisis which is devas- 
tating people’s lives as people can’t work and business- 
es close which our president was totally unprepared for. 
He’s gutted all the agencies that deal with these things. 
He’s trying to play catch up now by throwing trillions 
at our banks and airlines. Fortunately he’s planning to 
give people money, stop evictions and commandeer fac- 
tories to make things like ventilators . But is it too little 
too late? And we’re facing a deadly climate crisis which 
he’s scoffed at like he did the COVID 19 since Decem- 
ber. Will he be panicking, scrambling around again, un- 
prepared, when it’s so obvious even he can’t deny it? 

And the DNC has been absolutely disgusting. 
They’ve pushed Biden, who time again proves to be 
showing his age in the cognitive department, embarrass- 


ing himself on the campaign trail. He has a horrendous 





Compost in the making 


We have all been spending a lot of 
time at home, and for good reason. It 
feels great to get caught up on all of the 
tasks around the house that have been 
put on the back burner. One of those jobs 
that I’ve been dreading is cleaning out 
the chicken coop. But alas, this past Sat- 
urday my oldest daughter and I 
got the job done. When faced 
with the challenge of what to do 
with the spent hay we had the 
perfect solution: start a com- 
post pile! 

It’s easier than you might 
think to make your own com- 
post. Most of us have an ade- 
quate amount of kitchen scraps 
and yard waste on hand to gen- 
erate enough for a small garden. 
There are numerous books on 
the subject that go into amazing 
detail on what to include and what not 
to include in your compost pile. Simply 
speaking, your goal is to combine ni- 
trogen-rich ingredients and carbon-rich 
ingredients together so that they decom- 
pose to form compost. 

Think of yard waste and garden 
debris in terms of “green” for nitrogen 
and “brown” for carbon. Grass clip- 
pings, kitchen waste and freshly fallen 
leaves and weed plants (none with seeds, 
please) are considered green, whereas 
pine needles, dried corn stalks and dried 
leaves are in the brown category. Make 
alternating layers of these ingredients to 
form a pile at least three feet tall by three 
feet wide. Add a shovel full of finished 
compost or garden soil to the pile every 
now and then to inoculate it with benefi- 
cial bacteria and fung1. 

Once you have completed the lay- 
ering process you can either let it sit a 
year until next spring, called “lazy man’s 
compost,” or tend to it on a regular ba- 
sis and end up with the finished product 
in a couple of months or less. This will 
involve watching the pile’s temperature 
and turning it when temperatures drop 
so that it heats up again and again until 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





track record of pandering to corporate interests such 


as the crime bill which has turned us into a private pris- 


decomposition is complete. At this stage, 
it should be dark in color and crumbly 
in texture and have an earthy, inoffensive 
odor. 

An annual addition of compost does 
wonders for the garden. Not only are you 
increasing its fertility, you are improving 
its structure. If your soil is on 
the sandy side, compost works 
to bind aggregates together to 
hold more moisture. Amazing- 
ly enough, it has the opposite 
effect on soils with a high clay 
content; they are better able to 
drain thanks to compost. There 
is even some evidence that 
plant diseases are reduced by 
its integration into the soil. 

Most experts agree that for 
an established garden, one-half 
to one inch of compost spread 
on the surface and mixed into the top few 
inches of soil, is all that is necessary to 
maintain status quo. I’ve had good luck 
incorporating a shovel full of compost, a 
sprinkling of lime and balanced organic 
fertilizer into the planting hole for most 
vegetable transplants. Generally they re- 
quire no additional fertilizers for the re- 
mainder of the growing season. For veg- 
etables sown in place in the garden, just 
mix those same ingredients into the top 
couple of inches of soil prior to planting 
your seeds. Even perennial borders and 
shrub beds benefit from an application of 
compost. If you don’t have the time to 
scratch it into the soil, simply apply it to 
the surface around your plants and let the 
earthworms do the work for you! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 


on state; NAFTA; rallied with Bush for the Iraq war; de- 
stroyed personal bankruptcy but not for businesses like 
Trump’s casinos. He’s going to deal with these crises? 
Trump will eat him alive. 

I put so much hope in Bernie and his wonderful 
Sweeping programs like a Green New Deal and Medi- 
care for All which we need so badly and his taking only 
personal donations and none from corporations. But 
Bernie pooped out, barely debated Biden, has let the 
media crucify him, and has been silent on DNC rigging 
such as long lines, obviously rigged voting machines 
and scanners (shown when exit polls contradict results 
by huge margins) while he spouts the DNC nonsense 
about Russian meddling invented to cover up the 2016 
DNC rigging. He was silent when supporters went to 
court twice for him and winning the case against Hil- 
lary’s campaign which took 300,000 names off voter 
rolls in NY. Without fair elections we have no democra- 
cy. Speak up Bernie! 

I see little hope for the future. A deteriorating old 
man vs. an erratic climate denier. I’m glad I’m old and 
don’t have kids. 


Yours truly, 
Charlotte Burns, Palmer 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to 
its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 
Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
Closing, under new management or ownership, 
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 
representatives. 

For more information on business coverage 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@ 
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Can marinating chicken nuggets help with a hot topic’? 


“What? How can marinating 
chicken nuggets relate to today’s 
hot topics?” Breathe. Hug your 
mug. Relax. 

Let’s prep some “food for 
thought” which means anything 
giving us something to think 
about-- to figuratively digest— 
for our brains to process. As our 
brains marinade and steep these 
thoughts, this process enriches 
these morsels into internal truths 
with external value. 

“Really?” Yes, “food for 
thought” is a processing meth- 
od that we do every day without 
even realizing it. 

Hmm. Could rural roots help 
grow “food for thought?” Could 
small-farm life experiences bring 
nurturing applications to exactly 
where millions of families find 
themselves now? 

Could farmland’s domestic 
hens hatch tidbits of truth? Could 
farm-life lessons from inside 
a hen’s pen, help with today’s 
medically-mandated isolation 
and incubation situations? Yes. 

Often, when digging 
deep into rural roots, simple, 
well-grounded, life-applications 
are discovered, observed, and 
learned. As nature’s instincts 
occur, basic life-producing and 
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life-sustaining evidences happen 


Food for thought: Being incubat- 


Nestled in New ed at home can be a time 
England, two small QCG;UEST | of relational nurturing, 
farmlands, both with | COLUMNIST | personal growth, and 
hard-working, bi-voca- educational develop- 


tional families of two 
different national  or- 
igins, were separated 





ment. Incubation with 
students, spouses, and 
with seniors can bring 


only by a_ stonewall. intergenerational times 
Each family lived off ! of caring, sharing and 
what they raised. Each JOAN BoD. safe keeping. 
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shared their abundance. 
One farm raised hun- 
dreds of White Rock chickens, 
eggs, fruit trees, and acres of veg- 
etable gardens. The other farm 
raised a family Jersey cow, cattle, 
pigs and vegetables for canning. 
A barnyard mix of Rhode Island 
Red hens,(with an ornery roost- 
er,) ducks, and a nanny goat were 
often corralled by a black Labra- 
dor Retriever. 

How can chicken nuggets be 
relevant to today’s COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Chicken nugget #1: On the 
neighboring farm, hundreds of 
White Rock hen’s fertilized eggs 
were hen-house safe under a 
warm, encased, protected brood- 
er, with warm lights on during 
incubation for 21 days. Incuba- 
tion develops growth and maturi- 
ty both internally and externally. 
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notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
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Massachusetts newspapers. 


Chicken nugget 
#2: On our small farm, 
one half-dozen Rhode Island 
Red setting hens found isolat- 
ed places for nesting over their 
eggs. Brooding hens only leave 
their nest to eat once a day. They 
stayed in place. Only moving oc- 
casionally, covering their eggs to 
ensure constant warmth. Food 
for thought: When healthy isola- 
tion is protective, with a specific 
purpose and focus-- it can yield 
dozens of eggs-cellent benefits. 

Chicken nugget #3- Lay- 
ing hens, of all breeds, produce 
white or brown shelled eggs. Al- 
though the exterior has different 
colors, the inside is the same: the 
egg yolks and egg-whites contain 
valuable protein and nutrients. 
Chicken meat is dark and white. 
Chicken nuggets are shaped piec- 
es of ground, blended, high-pro- 


tein, nutritious meat. Food for 
thought: Human exteriors may 
be distinctively different. Basic 
human interiors are similar. 

Certainly the COVID-19 vi- 
rus gives cause for great concern 
and cautions. Homes, educa- 
tions, careers, businesses, hob- 
bies, sports, lifetime celebrations 
and events, sports, have all been 
temporarily put in incubation for 
life-saving reasons. During these 
times of this protective isolation, 
home-schooling and many lev- 
els of online education are na- 
tionwide. Working from home 
is helping families stay safe and 
virus free. 

Every day, front-line heroes 
are protecting, serving, and keep- 
ing safety a priority wherever we 
live, worship, work, and study. 
These heroes are behind-the- 
scenes, on-the-roads, and work- 
ing at counters and cash registers, 
helping keep food, medicines, 
and health care needs available. 

Yes, nationally and globally, 
COVID-19 is a simmering hot 
topic. Hopefully, marinating and 
serving this working, small-farm 
view passed your chicken nug- 
gets taste test? 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to dfarm- 
er@turley.com. Please include a day- 
time telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Let- 
ters must be received by noon Monday 
to be considered for that Thursday’s 
newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candi- 
dates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space avail- 
able in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a represen- 
tative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before 
the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Douglas Farmer at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact Lisa Marulli, 413- 
283-8393 or Imarulli@turley.com, 
about paid advertising in The Journal 
Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
dfarmer@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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A Parasitic Tale 


By Javier Puente 
Smith College 


offered a pathbreaking view of the past, present, and 

future of society. Our trajectories as tribes, villages, 
cities, empires, and nation-states have been, and con- 
tinue to be, deeply intertwined with the parasites that 
find sustenance and thrive inside our bodies. No account 
of our past, no evaluation of our present, and no fore- 
cast of the future would be complete without weighing 
the role bacteria, viruses, and other microscopic organ- 
isms have played in shaping, constraining, limiting, and 
sometimes radically challenging our fate. The arrival of 
Europeans in the Americas and the colonization of the 
hemisphere is one of the most well-known examples. 
Within a few decades, a still economically and socially 
precarious group of European societies came to success- 
fully conquer a continent and, subsequently, reemerged 
as superpowers competing over global domination. In 
the process, however, tens of millions of indigenous 
peoples throughout the Americas faced demographic 
obliteration — some as the result of violence, most as 
the result of European diseases that used the bodies of 
conquistadors as their vectors. 

Smallpox and other infections framed a global geo- 
political order that lasted almost four centuries. Such 
an order centered Europe, first, and the United States, 
later on, as epicenters of unseen dynamics of mobili- 
ty and circulation. Inside galleons and other vessels, 
white merchants brought African peoples as slaves to 
the Americas, carried Caribbean sugar back to Europe 
and Andean and Mexican silver to China, made sub- 
stantial profits at the expense of misery and suffering, 
and ultimately contoured the profile of modern cap- 
italism. Predation and pillage lied at the core of this 
newly minted economic system. Human trafficking, 
biodiversity degradation, pollution and contamination 
became the correlates of widely celebrated discourses 
and narratives of political and material progress. In the 
meantime, African mosquitoes transported along with 
enslaved African peoples brought Genus Flavivirus and 
Plasmodium malariae, yellow fever and malaria, trans- 
forming a space of profit into a realm of disease. When 
Americans, Haitians, Cubans, and others launched their 
revolutions against European domination, both yellow 
fever and malaria played a critical role decimating im- 
perial armies and leaving immune revolutionary troops 
nearly untouched. 

Viruses and parasites, once again, set the global 
geopolitical scene in the dawn of the twentieth century, 
aiding the rise of nation-states throughout the American 
hemisphere. Economically decaying imperial powers 
entered the Great War in 1914 and brought nearly the 
entire world to contact through conflict dynamics. As 
devastating as the war was, producing approximately 
40M casualties, the worst happened when dispatched 
peoples returned home. An HINI1 influenza virus, 
sometimes wrongfully called Spanish influenza, trav- 
eled throughout the world with returning troops and 
infected 500M people — a third of the world population 
at the time — killing 10% of them. The working-class 
youth were the primary victims of this virus, being ex- 
posed to unsanitary conditions in the midst of postwar 
economic contractions. The greatest pandemic in recent 
history transformed the world in years and decades to 
come, showing the vulnerability of all peoples to dis- 
eases regardless of their economic condition, shrink- 
ing the global economically active population, leaving 
hundreds of thousands of orphans behind, and perhaps 
setting the conditions for the 1920s baby boom and the 
Great Depression. Throughout the rest of the century, 
other pandemics threatened society, often locally but 
sometimes triggering global concern: the 1957 H2N2 
pandemic, the 1968 flu pandemic, the 1997-1999 avian 
flu, the 2003 SARS pandemic, and the 2009 swine flu 
pandemic, to name a few. The periodic return of pan- 
demics nourishes from geopolitical orders and institu- 
tional frameworks that propel circulations, promote ex- 
posures, enhance vulnerabilities, and increase mortality. 
Eventually, these pandemics also set the course for the 
demise of those orders and frameworks. 

Some observers have claimed, over the past few 
months, weeks, and days, that we are facing and unprec- 
edented health crisis in our history. The previous lines 
suggest otherwise. The rise and spread of COVID-19, 
the infamous coronavirus, 1s just another episode in our 
parasitic history. While the immediate emergency is 
sanitary, the larger crisis is economic, political, social, 
and cultural. COVID-19 emerges and feeds from an 
economic system that naturalizes inequalities, a politi- 
cal order that enforces borderlines, a social organization 
that celebrates individualism, and a cultural lifestyle 
that worships growth and consumption. All these began 
to materialize hundreds of years, all feel today unques- 
tionably expired. Isolation and social distancing as sol- 
idarity practices are saving the many but they are also 
revealing the most grotesque aspects of nation-states 
and capitalism. Empires subdued to disease — sooner or 
later so will nation-states, so will capitalism. 

Javier Puente is Assistant Professor of Latin Amer- 
ican and Latino/a Studies at Smith College. 


[: 1978, prominent historian William H. McNeill first 





People urged to donate blood amid coronavirus concerns 


REGION — The American Red 
Cross strongly urges healthy, eligible 
individuals who are feeling well to 
give blood or platelets to help maintain 
a sufficient blood supply and prevent 
shortages as concerns about the out- 
break of coronavirus disease 2019, or 
COVID-19, rise in the U.S. 

Cold and flu season has already 
impacted the nation’s ability to main- 
tain its blood supply. As the number of 
coronavirus cases grows in the U.S., the 
number of people eligible to give blood 
for patients in need could decrease fur- 
ther. 

Please make an appointment to do- 
nate blood now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting RedCross- 
Blood.org, calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or enabling the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. 
Blood donors with type O blood and all 
platelet donors are especially needed 
right now. 

Donating blood is a safe process 


and people should not hesitate to give or 
receive blood. There are no data or evi- 
dence that this coronavirus can be trans- 
missible by blood transfusion, and there 
have been no reported cases worldwide 
of transmissions for any respiratory vi- 
rus, including this coronavirus, from a 
transfusion. Nonetheless, the Red Cross 
has implemented new blood donation 
deferrals out of an abundance of cau- 
tion. Individuals are asked to postpone 
their donation for 28 days following: 
Travel to China and its special adminis- 
trative regions, Hong Kong and Macau, 
as well as Iran, Italy and South Korea; 
diagnosis of COVID-19, contact with a 
person who has or is suspected to have 
the virus. 

As the situation evolves, the Red 
Cross will continue to evaluate all 
emerging risks in collaboration with the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion and industry partners to determine 
if additional intervention strategies are 


needed. Together, they stand ready to 
keep the American public informed and 
prepared. 
Blood donation process 

The Red Cross only collects blood 
from individuals who are healthy and 
feeling well at the time of donation — 
and who meet other eligibility require- 
ments, available at RedCrossBlood.org. 

At each blood drive and donation 
center, Red Cross employees follow 
thorough safety protocols including 
wearing gloves, routinely wiping down 
donor-touched areas, using sterile col- 
lection sets for every donation, and 
preparing the arm for donation with an 
aseptic scrub. These mitigation mea- 
sures will help ensure blood recipient 
safety, as well as staff and donor safety 
in reducing contact with those who may 
potentially have this respiratory infec- 
tion. 

A blood donation takes about an 
hour from start to finish, but the actu- 
al donation itself only takes about 8-10 


minutes. Donors can also save up to 
15 minutes at the blood drive by com- 
pleting a RapidPass. With RapidPass®, 
donors complete the pre-donation read- 
ing and health history questionnaire 
online, on the day of donation, from a 
mobile device or computer. To complete 
a RapidPass, follow the instructions at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or use 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App. 

To donate blood, individuals need 
to bring a blood donor card or driver’s 
license or two other forms of identifica- 
tion that are required at check-in. Indi- 
viduals who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent where 
allowed by state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also must 
meet certain height and weight require- 
ments. 





DCR announces 2020 Arbor Day Poster Contest for students 


BOSTON — Massachusetts De- 
partment of Conservation and Recre- 
ation Commissioner Jim Montgomery 
last week announced the theme of the 
agency’s 2020 fifth-grade Arbor Day 
Poster Contest: “Trees Please.’ Fifth 
graders from around the state enrolled 
in both public and private schools, as 
well as home-schooled students, are 
encouraged to participate in the annual 
Arbor Day Poster Contest by creating 
posters highlighting this year’s theme. 
Schools are then asked to host a post- 
er contest to determine the winner. The 
winning poster from each school can 
then be submitted to the agency for 
review. Home schooled or non-partici- 
pating school students may submit their 
posters and enter the contest individu- 


ally. 

“Trees are not only beautiful, but 
play a key role in the health of our en- 
vironment, and I’m thrilled that each 
year fifth graders demonstrate this im- 
portance by participating in the Depart- 
ment of Conservation and Recreation’s 
annual Arbor Day Poster Contest,” said 
DCR Commissioner Jim Montgom- 
ery. “I look forward to 2020’s creative 
entries from students throughout the 
Commonwealth highlighting this year’s 
theme “Trees Please’.” 

First place prizes for the DCR 
Arbor Day Poster Contest include a 
tree planting ceremony at the winner’s 
school, a certificate for art and science 
supplies, and more. Second Place, Third 
Place, and Honorable Mention winners 


will also receive art and science sup- 
plies. 

“The Arbor Day Poster Contest is 
a good chance for students to creative- 
ly express what they’ve learned,’ said 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley. “I hope 
that many of our fifth grade artists, sci- 
entists, activists, and arborists take the 
challenge.” 

Trees offer many benefits to people 
and to the environment, including the 
reduction in energy use for heating and 
cooling; the cleansing of both water and 
air; the reduction of noise pollution; the 
beautification of communities; and pro- 
viding of habitats for wildlife. 

This year’s theme, “Trees Please” 
is designed to highlight the importance 


of trees within Massachusetts’s commu- 
nities and diverse landscapes through- 
out the state. Additionally, the Arbor 
Day Poster Contest combines both art 
and science in an effort to instill the vi- 
tal role trees have on the public’s daily 
lives. The DCR Urban and Community 
Forestry Program, with support from 
the U.S. Forest Service, sponsors the 
annual contest for fifth graders across 
the Commonwealth. 

Posters must be submitted by 
March 15, and the contest is open to all 
students currently enrolled in the fifth 
grade. An Arbor Day Poster Contest 
Guide is available on the DCR website 
or can be obtained by contacting Mol- 
lie Freilicher, 413-577-2966 or mollie. 
freilicher@mass. gov. 
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which will temporarily stop bringing 
passengers to the correctional facilities. 

Work release employees and com- 
munity service crews assigned to do 
restitution will discontinue their work 
until further notice. 

Health services will screen and 
must approve every request for a trans- 
fer from other facilities and the depart- 
ment will not accept a transfer unless 
the subject has already been in custody 
for at least 14 days and is shown to be 
symptom-free. 

Non-essential staff have been ex- 
cused from reporting to work. Meal 
services for inmates will continue as 
normal and all medical services will 
continue with additional attention paid 
to the transmission of infectious dis- 
eases throughout the department’s fa- 
cilities, according to the department. 


The Western Mass. County Cor- 
rectional Officer’s Basic ‘Training 
Academy has also been closed until 
further notice. Academy recruits will 
be screened by health services and will 
be assigned to work in the facilities to 
assist staff once cleared. 

Courts across the state have been 
temporarily closed since March 16. 
The department has since been work- 
ing to increase its capacity for video 
conferencing. 

The Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department serves the communities 
of Agawam, Blandford, Brimfield, 
Chester, Chicopee, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, Holland, Holy- 
oke, Longmeadow, Ludlow, Monson, 
Montgomery, Palmer, Russel, South- 
wick, Springfield, Tolland, Wales, West 
Springfield, Westfield and Wilbraham. 
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of program and events was creating, 
launching and leading the “Worces- 
ter Women’s Leadership Conference,” 
which is approaching its 11th year and 
attracts more than 800 attendees who 
are offered opportunities for business 
networking, professional development 
and personal growth. 

\Aside from her new position, she 
also said that she writes Celebrant Ser- 
vices for the Beers and Story Funeral 
Home in Palmer and leads the volun- 
teer organization Rebuilding Together 
Worcester. 

\As the executive director, Skow- 


yra’s responsibilities include oversee- 
ing the academy’s budget, fundrais- 
ing efforts, putting together creative 
events, and working closely with her 
staff. “We’re really looking to bring 
more activity happening here on site,” 
said Skowyra. She said that this also in- 
cudes getting out there and being in the 
community and reminding residents 
that they are here, while also finding 
out what they would like to see at the 
academy. 

To learn more about the acade- 
my, located on 2 Brookfield Rd., visit 
https://www.hitchcockacademy.org/. 





Sparky the Fire Dog celebrates 69 years 


Everybody’s favorite fire 
safety dog, Sparky the Fire Dog, 
celebrates his 69th birthday re- 
cently. In recognition of Sparky’s 
big day, the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association is reminding the 
public that fire continues to pres- 
ent real risks and must be taken 
seriously: A structure fire occurs 
in the U.S. every 24 seconds, 
resulting in an annual average 
of 493,797 fires, 2,844 deaths, 
12,812 injuries, and $10.5 billion 
in direct property damage. 

“Sparky is an emblem of fire 
safety for kids and adults alike, 
and his messages are just as rel- 
evant today as they were nearly 
70 years ago,” said Lorraine Car- 
li, vice president of outreach and 
advocacy for NFPA. 

According to Carli, today’s 
homes burn faster than ever, mak- 


ing home fire safety messages 
all the more critical. “While the 
number of home fires have de- 
clined significantly over the past 
four decades, the risk of dying 
in a fire remains about the same, 
which means we still have a lot 
more work to do to make the pu- 
bic safer from fire.” 

Created by NFPA in 1951, 
Sparky has served as the associ- 
ation’s official mascot for nearly 
seven decades, helping fire pro- 
fessionals, teachers, civic orga- 
nizations, corporations, and the 
media deliver invaluable fire and 
life safety educational insights to 
people of all ages. With dogged 
determination, Sparky has elevat- 
ed awareness around the places 
people are at greatest risk to fire, 
while promoting basic but essen- 
tial prevention messages. 


As Sparky blows out the bat- 
tery-operated candles on his 69th 
birthday cake, consider some of 
his key fire safety messages: In- 
stall smoke alarms on every level 
of the home, in each bedroom, 
and near all sleeping areas. Test 
smoke alarms once a month us- 
ing the test button. Make a home 
escape plan with all members of 
your household. Draw a map of 
the home, marking all doors and 
windows with a path from each 
exit to the outside, and choose a 
meeting place outside where ev- 
eryone will meet upon exiting. 
Practice your escape plan regu- 
larly — at least twice a year - with 
all members of your household. 

Sparky’s website offers a 
wealth of age-appropriate games, 
videos, apps, and other activities 
that make learning about fire safe- 


ty easy and fun. Visit Sparky’s 
Facebook page for additional fire 
safety information, resources and 
messages, many of which can be 
easily downloaded and shared. 
Founded in 1896, NFPA is a 
global self-funded nonprofit or- 
ganization devoted to eliminating 
death, injury, property and eco- 
nomic loss due to fire, electrical 
and related hazards. The associ- 
ation delivers information and 
knowledge through more than 
300 consensus codes and stan- 
dards, research, training, educa- 
tion, outreach and advocacy; and 
by partnering with others who 
share an interest in furthering the 
NFPA mission. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.nfpa.org. 
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mitting the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education upon recommen- 
dation of the Commissioner of Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education to mod- 
ify or waive the required competency 
determination for high school gradu- 
ation. The Commissioner of Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education would 
also be allowed to modify or waive the 
MCAS testing requirement. 

Extending a Student Opportunity 
Act deadline by permitting the Com- 
missioner of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to extend the April 1, 2020 
deadline for each district to submit its 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. As soon as possible 

5. Gateway (Arabic) 

8. Doctors’ group 

11. Madder genus of 
plants 

13. A team’s best pitcher 

14. Ancient Greek 
sophist 

15. Go up 

16. Neither 

17. Bolivian river 

18. Manila hemp 

20. Comedienne 
Gasteyer 

21. British School 

22. Human reproductive 
organs 

25. Surrenders 

30. Dog with long, silky 
coat and drooping 
ears 

31. Sun up in New York 

32. Lead alloy 

33. Eastern Asian plant 


38. Rapid deployment 
force (abbr.) 

41, Japanese warrior 

43. Festivity 

45. Interruptions 

47. Nonsense (slang) 

49, Data mining 
methodology (abbr.) 

50. Calvary sword 

55. French river 

56. Global business 
conference (abbr.) 

9/. Afflicted 

59. Con man’s game 

60. No (Scottish) 

61. Jewish spiritual 
leader 

62. Fish 

63. Camera term (abbr.) 

64. Impudence 

67. Dark brown or black 


CLUES DOWN 
1.A continuous portion 
of a circle 


first 3-year plan to address “persistent 
disparities in achievement among stu- 
dent subgroups.” 

Permitting electronic signatures 
for search warrants and criminal com- 
plaints. Allowing electronic signatures 
in these situations would result in less 
traffic in courthouses and reduce in-per- 
son encounters, while still allowing the 
criminal process to continue. 

Extending the dates by which the 
MBTA must approve a_ preliminary 
budget and submit a final budget to 
better align with the Commonwealth’s 
budget process. 


2. Genus of seabirds 

3. Infant’s dining 
accessory 

4. Native Americans 
from Arizona 

9. Popular fruit 

6. Poisonous plant 

7. Scolded 

8. Assists 

9. Hand (Spanish) 

10. Amazon product 
identifying system 
(abbr.) 

12. Basics 

14. Cain and __ 

19. Malaria 

23. Indicates particular 
shape 

24. Respiratory disease 

25. Central Standard 
Time 

26. Imitate 

27. Golf score 

28. A place to lay your 
head 


29. Three cards of the 
same suit 

34. Not in 

35. Human gene 

36. Ancient Chinese 
philosophic concept 

37. French river 

39. Thinks up 

40. Type of geological 
deposit 

41. Helps little firms 

42. Area units 

44 A device to remove 

45. Secret political clique 

46. Polite interruption 
sound 

47. Foundation 

48. Clare Boothe __, 
American writer 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

54. Resistance fighters 

58. opeak disrespectfully 
of 
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Mustangs participate in final game of 
season with empty arena 
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By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WORCESTER — Being a 
school bus driver does have its 
perks sometimes. 

Jack Berry has driven the 
Monson girls basketball team to al- 
most all of their road games during 
the past two and a half years. 

In March of 2018, Berry drove 
the Monson players and coaching 
staff to Blake Arena located on the 
Springfield College campus. On 
that day, the Lady Mustangs, who 
had defeated Putnam in the Divi- 
sion 4 Western Mass. finals, lost 
to Eastern Mass. champion Coyle 
& Cassidy in the Division 4 state 
championship game. It marked the 
first time that a basketball team 
from Monson High School had 
ever advanced to the state finals. 

Four of the Monson _play- 
ers from the 2018 Western Mass. 
championship team were also key 
members of this year’s squad. They 
are seniors Mia Krupczak, Aliv- 
ia Skowyra, and Kelsey Duggan, 


Spring 
sports 
postponed 
to April 27 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


Following the first postpone- 
ment of spring sports, the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic As- 
sociation made a subsequent vote to 
further delay the start of the spring 
sports to April 27. 

The original start date of spring 
sports was March 16. It was delayed 
to March 30 when many schools be- 
gan cancelling classes for two weeks 
due to the coronavirus outbreak. 

The MIAA’s Board of Direc- 
tors were scheduled to meet again 
by teleconference this week to 
continue to monitor the situation. 
However, the March 20 teleconfer- 
ence revealed some decisions that 
became necessary by the continued 
postponement of spring sports. 

The MIAA has agreed to only 
hold a postseason tournament is 
spring sports begins on April 27. If 
the MIAA has to make another post- 
ponement, then the tournaments in 
all spring sports will be cancelled 
and high schools will only play a 
modified schedule. 


MIAA I page 10 


aw 
=i 


aAs 








along with junior Sydnie Devries. 

On March 7, the Lady Mus- 
tangs captured the Western Mass. 
Division 4 title for the second time 
in school history by defeating Le- 
nox, 71-52, at the historic Curry 
Hicks Cage located on the UMass 
Amherst campus. 

Despite the 19-point victory it 
was the final time this winter that 
the faithful supporters of the Mon- 
son girls’ basketball team had the 
opportunity to watch a game in 
person. 

Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Monson’s Division 4 
state semifinal game against Cen- 
tral Mass. champion Maynard was 
played at Worcester State Univer- 
sity’s John P. Brissette Competi- 
tion Court without any fans in the 
stands. The Lady Mustangs out- 
standing season came to an end 
following a 57-41 loss to the Lady 
Tigers on March 12. 

Berry drove the Lady Mus- 
tangs to the Worcester State cam- 
pus located on Chandler Street 
in Worcester. He was allowed to 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


While many are hunkering 
down trying to wait out the coro- 
navirus pandemic that was crip- 
pled regular life, and especially 
the sports world with no compe- 
titions of any kind due to the edict 
from state and federal officials 
barring gatherings of 25 people or 
more. 

But the Western Mass. Rel- 
ics, a softball league for senior 
citizens, is still planning to hold 
its season-opening jamboree on 
April 25. 

Steve Lepow, the public re- 
lations director for the league, 
says the league has begun book- 
ing its field for play, and the Lud- 
low-based league, which draws 
plays from all over the region and 
into Connecticut, claims the field 
will be available come the start of 
the season. 

“We lease the softball field 
from Fish and Game and we met 
the owner and posed the question 
about having to delay the start of 
the season,” Lepow said. “He as- 
sured us the softball field will be 
available to us even if the bar is 
closed because of the coronavi- 
rus.” 

The season starts on April 
25 with a jamboree of modified 
games with the regular season be- 





Senior softball league 
season on time 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
The Monson High School girls basketball team would end up playing in the final game of the high school season after coronavirus concerns halted the 
state basketball and hockey tournaments. 


watch the game from behind the 
Monson bench. 

“T really enjoyed watching 
the girl’s play this year and it’s a 
privilege for me to be able to attend 
tonight’s game,” said Berry, who 
lives in Monson. “I’ve been driv- 
ing the girls’ basketball team to 
their road games for more than two 
years now. It’s just a great group of 





kids. I was even invited to a couple 
of player’s graduation parties last 
year.’ 

Besides Berry, the only other 
people associated with Monson 
High School, who were allowed 
into the beautiful new Worcester 
State gymnasium to watch the state 
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seeks to start 





ginning on April 27. 

“Full games are supposed to 
happen on April 27,’ said Lep- 
ow. “We play seven inning games 
with two divisions. The silver di- 
vision is for 50 to 65-year-olds 
and the gold division is for ages 
65 and older. Our oldest player is 
89-years-old.” 

The purpose of the league is 
to have fun and build friendships. 

Lepow said regardless of 
where the pandemic stands, the 
league does plan to forego typical 
hand-shaking lines post game. 

“We will eliminate hand- 


Submitted photos 
The Western Mass. Relics, a senior softball league, play during last sea- 
son. The softball league is still planning to begin play on April 25 amid 
coronavirus concerns. 


shaking lines after the game and 
fist bumps,” said Lepow. “We have 
safety rules to prevent contact 
such as two first base bags (orange 
for the runner and white for the 
fielder. We also have a screen for 
the pitchers circle to protect the 
pitcher.” 

Lepow says player safety will 
be a top concern. 

“Safety is our number one 
concern,” said Lepow. In addition 
to the things to the hand-shaking, 
we are asking any player who is 
sick not to come. We are also pro- 
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~ Photos by David Henry / WWW. sweetdogphotos.com 
Alivia Skowyra was a member of the Monson girls team that reached the 


Western Mass. semifinals. 


Lusitano Club honors 
soccer all-stars 





Logan Gerry, a 1,000-point scorer in basketball, was a first-teamer in soccer. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—The 31" annu- 
al Lusitano Alumni & Fans (LAF) 
All-Star High School Soccer Player 
Awards Night was held at the Gre- 
mio Lusitano Club in Ludlow on 
March 8. 

The guest speaker was John 
Gibson, who has been the women’s 
soccer coach for the past 20 years. 
Gibson, a native of London, En- 





gland, earned his 200"career victory 
at Springfield College in the fall of 
2015. 

One high school soccer player 
from each of the divisions was se- 
lected by the head coaches as the 
2019 Player of the Year. 

The Division 3 boys Player of 
the Year is Simba Pelletier from 
Pope Francis High School. 

The Division 3 girls Player of 
the Year is Juliana Dickinson from 
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Tennessee Murphy received what will hopefully be the first of several LAF 
first team awards. 
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Thompson Speedway 
reschedules events, 
Icebreaker moved to May 


THOMPSON, Conn. 
— After conversations with 
all stakeholders, Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
announced on Tuesday the 
new date for the 46th annu- 
al Liquid Death Icebreaker 
weekend. The prestigious 
event is now tentatively set 
to take place May 15 and 
16, including the headlining 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour Death To Plastic 150. 

Due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak, the date 
is tentative, as the situation 1s 
fluid and changes are occur- 
ring across the motorsports 
industry daily. A full sched- 
ule for the event will be re- 
leased once available. 

The original date for 
the Liquid Death Icebreaker, 
April 3 to 5, was postponed 
due to the COVID-19 out- 
break, but Thompson Speed- 
way Officials were committed 
to finding the right date and 
releasing it to the public as 
quickly as possible. 

“After working with all 
of the different parties in- 
volved, we feel this is the best 


er and kick-off the Thomp- 
son racing season,’ ‘Terry 
Eames, the General Manager 
of Thompson Speedway Mo- 
torsports Park, said. “Just like 
the entire racing community, 
we are disappointed that we 
can’t start the race season as 
originally scheduled. Howevy- 
er, we will continue to abide 
by our Connecticut Gover- 
nor Ned Lamont’s Executive 
Orders and CDC suggestions 
during this time. We fully ex- 
pect to begin the season with 
the Icebreaker, May 15-16, 
and look forward to seeing 
everyone back at the track 
soon.” 

The health of our val- 
ued race teams, fans, staff 
and customers 1s paramount 
during the COVID-19 out- 
break. We have cleaned the 
property thoroughly to do our 
part to stop the spread of the 
virus and will continue to do 
so in the future. 

For more information on 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park, visit thompson- 
speedway.com and follow the 
track on social media. 
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sign-ups ongoing 
for Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with 
open roster spots. Last year, the 
league voted to allow players age 28 
and 29 to be able to join the league, 
though players under 30 are not eli- 
gible to pitch. The cost of the league 
this season is $192. For players new 
to the league, there will be a work- 
out held in early April prior to the 
league’s annual draft. Players will 


have an opportunity to showcase 
their skills before being selected to 
a team for the season. The season is 
15 regular season games plus at least 
one playoff game. Games are nine 
innings and metal (BBCOR -3) or 
wood bats are allowed. Fields loca- 
tions are throughout Western Mass. 
For more information on the league, 
or if you are interested in register- 
ing, go to https://www.quabbinval- 
leybaseball.org/. The league is also 
in Facebook. 





Valley Wheel Baseball 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for the upcoming 2020 
season, which is set to begin near the 
end of April. The league is seeking 
players ages 28 and up. Players turn- 
ing 28 this year are eligible. How- 
ever, only players 30 and older can 
pitch. The league plays 1I5 regular 
season games with games being held 
mostly on Sundays with a couple of 
weekday games thrown in the mix as 


is built on comradery, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. If 
interested in trying out, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules 
of the league and new player forms 
can be found on the site. For further 
information, you can contact the 
league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call him 
at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be 
taking place in the early weeks of 
April, weather permitting, with a 
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Athlete of the Week 


Tennessee Murphy 
Monson High School 








The Monson seventh grader was a 
first-team award winner at the LAF 
dinner on March 8. Murphy had an 
outstanding first season, including a 
four-goal game at Southwick early in 
the year. To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, contact Manag- 
ing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibell 
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send 
an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com 


Our Family 
Cares 


Mouton 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME-AUTO-BUSINESS-LIFE  Pameily 


CONGRATULATIONS 


weekend to run the Icebreak- 
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semifinal game, were Principle 
William Metzger, Assistant Prin- 
ciple Jill Foulis, and Athletic Di- 
rector Leah Zippin. 

“Tm thrilled that the three 
of us were able to represent the 
high school at tonight’s game,” 
Metzger said. “I’m very sympa- 
thetic particularly to our seniors 
because this is their final high 
school basketball game. I really 
wish that the player’s parents and 
our other fans could also be here 
to watch the team play.” 

As it turned out, the Lady 
Mustangs played in the final girls 
high school basketball game of 
the 2019-20 season. The state 
finals, which were scheduled 
to be held at the DCU Center 
in Worcester on March 14 was 
canceled by the MIAA Board of 


well as a 


special Mother’s Day Sat- 


urday game in early May. The league 


Directors due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“The past 48 hours have been 
very interesting and we’ve been 
getting new information about 
the virus almost hourly,” Metzger 
added. “I know that the parents 
and our fans are upset about not 
being here, but it’s just an unfor- 
tunate situation. All of the girls 
have played their hearts out this 
season and it has been a lot of fun 
watching them play. It has been 
an exceptional season.” 

The state semifinal game was 
originally scheduled to be played 
the previous day. However, be- 
cause of the Worcester State pol- 
icy, the MIAA decided to post- 
pone the game for a day and tried 
to find a different location, which 
would’ve allowed the fans of both 


teams the opportunity to attend. 
The MIAA thought they had an 
agreement with American I[nter- 
national College in Springfield, 
but their policy regarding public 
gathering also changed. They 
also looked at high school sites 
and were also told no. That’s how 
they wound up back at Worcester 
State without any fans allowed in 
the gym. 

“We weren’t allowed to have 
any fans at tonight’s games be- 
cause of the Worcester State Uni- 
versity policy regarding public 
gatherings. We’re very thankful 
to the people at Worcester State 
for giving us the opportunity to 
play our games in their gym,” 
said MIAA Associate Director 
Peter Smith. “We did explore as 
many options as we could. We 


draft following the tryouts. 


thought that we had an agreement 
with AIC yesterday, but their pol- 
icy changed during the course of 
the day. We’re just trying to do 
the best that we can under the 
circumstances. We’ve never dealt 
with a situation like this one be- 
fore.” 

Maynard and _ Cathedral 
(Boston) were declared Division 
4 co-state champions. 

If the Monson girls basket- 
ball is able to make a return trip 
to the Division 4 state semifinals 
next March, the returning Lady 
Mustangs players would prob- 
ably like the gym to be packed 
with their supporters. 

It was a bittersweet ending to 
their 2019-20 campaign. 
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Additionally, there will not 
be any exceptions made to Rule 
34, which dictates how many 
contests a team can have in a giv- 
en week. 

Depending on the sport, 
the number of competitions in a 
week can range from two to four. 
It modifies in the events makeups 
are held, such as in the case of 
baseball or softball. 

The board also voted unani- 
mously to waive the 10-practice 
rule before competition can hap- 
pen. The board voted to make it 
seven calendars from the start of 
practices. 

The maximum number of 
competitions was also modified 
to 12 for most sports for tourna- 


ment participation. A team must 
have at least eight contests for 
postseason participation. 

A typical baseball or softball 
schedule is normally 18 to 20 
games, while lacrosse and volley- 
ball compete in 16 to 18 contests. 

According to the board of 
directors, there 1s a movement 
to try and keep student-athletes 
from missing their senior season, 
especially after the state tourna- 
ment was interrupted for basket- 
ball and hockey. 

“Based on the charge from 
the BOD to have a spring sport 
season start date of April 27,” the 
board minutes state. “Discussion 
regarding a timeline for post-sea- 
son play took place. The Tour- 


nament Management Committee 
is committed to allow for broad 
participation at all levels this 
spring. Keeping student-athletes 
connected, involved and engaged 
has meaning and purpose after 
the challenges that were faced at 
the end of the winter season and 
spring sports in general.” 

School districts across the 
state have been ordered closed 
through April 7. That order was 
made by Gov. Charlie Baker. 
Baker has not made a decision or 
set a deadline to revisit that clo- 
sure and whether or not to extend 
it. 

The MIAA has posted a fluid 
document on its website answer- 
ing questions about the current 


situation. The document is con- 
sidered fluid and is updated when 
new developments occur. 

The MIAA has specifically 
stated that no sports can be prac- 
tice or played prior to April 27. 
Additionally, coaches unable to 
interact with their players before 
that date. 

The MIAA plans to provide 
guidance on health and safety 
guidelines for spring sports if 
there are still concerns about the 
coronavirus when schools resume 
competition. 

The board was scheduled to 
meet Tuesday morning with an 
update to be publish after that 
meeting. 
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Hampshire Regional. 

The Division 4 girls Player of the 
Year is Nora Young from Granby High 
School. 

“It’s awesome to have been select- 
ed as the Division 4 girl’s Player of the 
Year,” Young said. “I wouldn’t have 
been able to receive this award without 
the help of my teammates and coach- 
es.” 

Young completed her outstanding 
high school soccer career with more 
than 100 career points (Goals & As- 
sists). She was also a member of the 
Lady Rams varsity basketball team and 
became the school’s all-time leading 
scoring in the final game of the regular 
season. 

“T love both sports equally,” Young 
said. “I’ve been playing soccer and bas- 
ketball since I was very little. I thought 
about playing soccer in college, but 
basketball was my first choice. If the 
two seasons were a little bit farther 
apart, I would probably play both sports 
in college.” 

Young will only be playing col- 
lege basketball at AIC next year. 

It was the second year in a row that 
a member of the Granby girls soccer 
team was selected as the Division 4 
girls Player of the Year. 

“It’s very special to see two of our 
players selected as the Player of the 
Year during the past two years,’ said 
Granby head coach Bob Weaver. “I’ve 
coached Nora during the past four 
years and she really deserved to receive 
the award this year. She’s a tremendous 
athlete and is a great kid. We’re really 
going to miss her next year.” 

A member of the South Hadley 
girls soccer team, which captured the 
Division 3 state title last fall, also re- 
ceived the LAF Scholarship Award for 
the second consecutive year. Carla Jar- 
rett was the scholarship recipient a year 
ago and Lindsay Marjanski was this 
year’s scholarship award winner. 

“Tt feels very nice to be rewarded 
for all of the hard work that I’ve done,” 
Marjanski said. “Pll be attending Holy 
Cross College and I’m very excited 
about it.” 

Just like Young, Marjanski will be 
playing a sport other than soccer at the 
collegiate level. She’Il be a member of 
the Crusaders women’s track and field 
team. 

“T’ve already met the members of 
the team,” she said. “I’m looking for- 
ward to becoming a member of the 
track and field team next year. Holy 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


Cross was the perfect fit for me both 
academically and athletically.” 

Marjanski’s main event is high 
jump, but she will be able to do all of 
the events as a college freshman. 

The other scholarship award win- 
ners are Robert Michalski (East Long- 
meadow H.S), Erin Czelusniak (Lenox 
H.S), and JT Novitsky (Lenox H.S). 

The members of the Division 1 
girls first team are Emily DeGeorge 
(Agawam High School), Hope San- 
taniello (Agawam High School), 
Avery Klingensmith (Belchertown 
High School), and Brooke Sambor- 
ski (Belchertown High School), Sa- 
mantha Breton (Chicopee Comp High 
School), Emily Howard (Minnechaug 
Regional), Rhiann Ryan (Minnechaug 
Regional), and Katherine Russell (Min- 
nechaug Regional). 

The members of the Division 1 
boys first team are Nate Mateus (Aga- 
wam High School), Connor Montagna 
(Agawam High School), Mamadi Jiana 
(Chicopee High School), Brennan Dort 
(Chicopee High School), Anthony Qui- 
terio (Ludlow High School), Michael 
Riley (Ludlow High School), and Mi- 
chael Tuck Jr. (Ludlow High School). 

The members of the Division 3 
girls first team are Madelyn Doolittle 
(South Hadley High School), Anna 
Evans (South Hadley High School), 
Teagan Gawron(South Hadley High 
School), Lindsay Marjanski (South 
Hadley High School), Paige Marjanski 
(South Hadley High School), Bridget 
Sears (South Hadley High School), 
Tennessee Murphy (Monson High 
School), Alivia Skowyra (Monson 
High School), and Madalyn Theriault 
(Palmer High School). 

The members of the Division 
3 boys first team are Owen Raines 
(Belchertown High School), Zach La- 
jeunesse (Belchertown High School), 
Korey Houle (Belchertown High 
School), and Ethan Czaporowski 
(Belchertown High School). 

The members of the Division 4 
girls first team are Julia Frappier (Gran- 
by High School), Nora Young (Granby 
High School), Julia Gauvin (Granby 
High School), Emily Vallee (Granby 
High School), and Caitlin Hess (Ware 
High School). 

The members of the Division 4 
boys first team are Logan Gerry (Mon- 
son High School), Shawn Jalbert (Mon- 
son High School), and Prescott Watson 
(Monson High School). 
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viding wipes or other sanitizers to use 
on bats. On our website we have infor- 
mation constantly being added to keep 
players advised on what we are doing 
to ensure safety.” 

The commissioner of the league 
recently emailed players asking them to 


use common sense and announce that 
the season is still on. 

The league’s only opposition could 
come at the local, state, or federal lev- 
el if the games are not exempted from 
the gathering restrictions that have been 
made. 





journalregister.turley.com 





DEATH NOTICES 


Knapp, Constance S. 


Aldrich, Edward C. 

Died March 8, 2020 

Burial was March 21, 2020 
Moulton Hill Cemetery 


(Ryan) 


Died March 19, 2020 
services will be private 


Beers & Story Funeral Home 


Lucey, Jeanne M. (Richer) 
Died February 17, 2020 
All services were private 
Beers & Story Funeral Home 


March 26, 2020 


Siegel, Gladys L. 

Died March 17, 2020 
Memorial Service 

at a later date 

Beers & Story Funeral Home 


Oe bee es ee Oey, ee, es ee Den. 
Edward C. Aldrich, 93 


PALMER — Edward C. Al- 
drich, 93, a longtime Palmer 
resident died Sunday, March 8, 
2020 at the Soldiers Home of 
Holyoke with his loving niece, 
Jean, by his side. Edward was 
born and raised in Monson, a 
son of the late Arthur C. and Lila 
E. (Plumley) Aldrich. Edward 
joined the U.S. Army and served 
in Germany from 1950 to 1952 
for the rebuilding of cities and 
bridges destroyed during WWII. 
He then worked many years at 
Jarvis and Jarvis as a machinist 
and welder before retiring. 

Edward was a very strong 
and independent man who loved 
hiking in the woods. He also 
loved driving to the theatre and 
watching the movies . He was 
an extreme car enthusiast with a 


vast knowledge of the 
automobile history. 
Although Edward 
never married or had 
children he was espe- 
cially fond of his niece 
Jean who cared for 
him for his last three 
years and her compan- 
ion Anthony Trifone. 
Besides his niece 
Jean and her companion Antho- 
ny, he leaves two sisters: Eliza- 
beth Aldrich of Palmer and Joan 
Dineen of Florida. He also leaves 
one nephew Robert Aldrich and 
his wife Kimberlee of Worcester, 
and three nieces: Georgeanne 
Lavoie and her companion John 
Belculfine of Hubbardston, Mar- 
ilyn Nelson and her husband 
Stephen of Douglas and Dawn 








Dineen of Florida. He 
also leaves his sister in 
law Ann Aldrich wife 
of his deceased broth- 
er George Aldrich and 
several great nieces 
and nephews. 

Edward was pre- 
deceased by his two 
brothers George Al- 
drich and William Al- 


drich. 
Edward was buried on Sat- 


urday March 21, 2020 in the 
Moulton Hill Cemetery in Mon- 
son, MA with Military Honors. 
Heartfelt thanks to Williamsburg 
Funeral Home who helped the 
family with his cremation and 
arrangements. HampshireCre- 
mation.com 


Constance Scott (Ryan) Knapp, 82 


Constance Scott (Ryan) 
Knapp, 82, of Putnam, CT 
passed away March 19, 2020. 
She was born on September 14, 
1937 in Monson, MA to Patrick 
and Marion (Mosher) Ryan. She 
was a former Palmer resident 
until moving to Putnam, CT 
in 1965. Constance previously 
worked as a machine operator 
at Belding Hemmingway in Put- 
nam for over 25 years and then 
she worked at the Killingly Parks 
and Recreation as a secretary. 
Constance loved to socialize, do- 
ing arts and crafts, and playing 
Bingo at her former residence 
Matulaitis Nursing home and her 
prior residence at the St. Onge 


Apartments in Putnam, CT. She 
was part of the Putnam Grange, 
the Danielson Lions Club and 
previously volunteered at the 
Fletcher Memorial Library in 
Hampton, CT. Constance was 
preceded in death by her loving 
husband, Theodore R. Knapp, 
in 2002. She was also prede- 
ceased by her siblings, Ruth 
Denning and James Ryan, sis- 
ter-in-law Martha Knapp Shep- 
ardson, brother-in-law John R. 
Knapp, niece Linda Anderson, 
and nephews Arthur Fontaine, 
Jr. and Duff Denning. Constance 
will be dearly missed by her two 
children, Dorcas S. Durand and 
husband Michael of Danielson, 


CT and William R. Knapp and 
wife Kathleen of Chaplin, CT. 
She also leaves behind her only 
granddaughter Brittany Ritter 
and husband William as well as 
two great grandchildren Jackson 
and Sadie Ritter. She will also 
be deeply missed by her sister- 
in-law Glenna Rodd and many 
nieces, nephews and friends that 
have touched her life over the 
years. Due to current concerns 
for everyone’s health, services 
will be private and held at the 
family’s discretion. For more 
information or to sign the online 
guest book, please visit www. 
beersandstory.com. 


Jeanne M. (Richer) Lucey, 73 


PALMER -—- Jeanne M. 
(Richer) Lucey, 73, of N. Main 
St, died peacefully on Monday, 
Feb. 17 in Springfield. Born in 
Ludlow, August 3, 1946, she 
was the daughter of Roland and 
Marie (Riel) Richer.Jeanne has 
lived in Palmer her whole life 
and was a graduate of Palmer 
High School. Jeanne worked 
and drove for Palmer Taxi for 40 
years. In her leisure she enjoyed 
the Red Sox and Bingo. She will 
be deeply missed by her 2 chil- 


dren Denise Quinn 
and her husband Ken 


of Palmer, and Mi- 
chael Lucey of Barre, 
VT, along with her 
6 precious’ grand- 
sons, Tim Quinn of 
Rindge, NH, Mike, 
Jr., CJ, Patrick, Jon- 
athan and Holden 
Lucey all of Barre, 
VT. She also leaves 2 
brothers, Thomas Richer and 
his wife Cederia of Palmer, and 





David Richer and his 
wife Sandy of PA. Be- 
sides her parents, she 
was predeceased by a 
brother Paul Richer. 
The family requests 
that you may remember 
her by making a dona- 
tion in her memory to a 
charity of your choice. 
All services are private 
and have been entrusted 
to Beers & Story Palmer Funeral 
Home. www.beersandstory.com. 


Gladys L. Siegel, 95 


PALMER — Gladys L. Sie- 
gel, 95, of Palmer passed away 
March 17, 2020, surrounded 
by her loving family. She was 
born on June 3, 1924 in Wind- 
sor, Maine to Franklin and AI- 
ice (McCurdy) Pierce. Gladys 
previously worked at the former 
Monson Developmental Center 
as a Supervisor of Direct Care. 
Gladys was preceded in death 
by her husband Thomas Siegel, 
Sr. in 1981. She will be dearly 
missed by her 8 children, Judith 
King of FL, Nancy Mason of FL, 
Linda Goding and her husband 
John of TN, Thomas Siegel, Jr. 
of NC, Catherine Siegel and her 
life partner John V. Boudreau, 


Jr. of Palmer, Tim- 
othy Siegel and his 
wife Jessica of Palmer, 
Mary Outhuse and her 
husband Glen of Palm- 
er, Carol Novak and 
her husband Gary of 
Palmer. Gladys is also 
survived by her eleven 
grandchildren, Drew 
King, Amy Oduiorne, 
John Goding, Jr., Thomas R. Sie- 
gel, Jacob Siegel, Jessica Boutin 
and her wife Michelle, Benja- 
min Eurkus and his wife Grace, 
Adam Siegel, Eric Outhuse, M1- 
chael Outhuse and Kathryn Dy- 
gon, six great grandchildren and 
a great-great grandson. Gladys 


The Journal Register 





was also preceded in 
death by her broth- 
er Edward Sullivan 
and sister Margaret 
Kabot. She also leaves 
behind many nieces 
and nephews. Due to 
current concerns for 
everyone’s health, a 
memorial service will 
be held at a later date 
in the spring. Donations in Glad- 
ys’ name may be made to Over- 
look Hospice, 88 Masonic Home 
Rd. #2 Charlton, MA 01507. For 
more information or to sign the 
online guest book, please visit 
www.beersandstory.com. 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 
families to publish extended death notice information of their own 
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits @ 
turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to a total of 254 calls 
March 17 through March 24. The 
Department made six arrests or 
summons. Those arrested will ap- 
pear at a future date in the Palmer 


District Court and are innocent un- 
til proven guilty. 


Wednesday, March 18 
Russell Harry Barbour, 60, of 


1046 Thorndike St., Palmer, was ar- 
rested 4:06 p.m. on Thorndike St. in 


Palmer on an arrest warrant. 


Sara J. Seymour, 28, of 83 
Armstrong St., West Springfield, 
was arrested at 5:22 p.m., in the 
area of Highland St. and Squier St. 
in Palmer, on two arrest warrants. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to 10 calls from March 
18 through March 23. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
12:05 p.m., the fire department 
responded to a smoke detector ac- 
tivation on Buckland St. The de- 
partment returned to service at 1:10 
p.m. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
2:24 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to a gas leak on North Main St.. 
The department returned to service 
at 2:17 p.m. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
11:41 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to a call that was cancelled 
en route. The department returned 
to service at 11:48 p.m. 


On Thursday, March 19 at 1:41 
p.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on South Main St. 
The department returned to service 
at 2:14 p.m. 


On Thursday, March 19 at 4:39 
p.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on Beacon St. The 
department returned to service at 
5:02 p.m. 


On Friday, March 20 at 1:27 
p.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on School St. The 
department returned to service at 
1:42 p.m. 


On Saturday, March 21 at 9:15 
a.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on Memory Lane. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:46 a.m. 


On Saturday, March 21 at 10:40 
a.m., the department responded to 


an oil spill on Stone Street Bridge. 
The department returned to service 
at 10:55 a.m. 


On Saturday, March 21 at 1:12 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Shearer St. 
The department returned to service 
at 1:40 p.m. 


On Monday, March 23 at 9:43 
a.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Shearer St. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:59 a.m. 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to a total of two 
calls from March 18 through March 
oe 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
2:40 p.m., the department provided 
mutual aid to the Palmer Fire De- 
partment. The department returned 
to service at 12:18 a.m. 


On Saturday, March 21 at 10:55 
a.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on Main St. The 
department to service at 11:21 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to a total of six calls 
from March 17 through March 23. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
2:57 p.m., the department provided 
to mutual aid to North Main St. in 
Palmer for a gas leak. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 12:25 
a.m. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
4:05 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to State St. to investigate an 
unauthorized outside fire. The de- 
partment extinguished the fire and 


returned to service at 4:18 p.m. 


On Wednesday, March 18, the 
department provided mutual aid to 
Beacon Dr. in Palmer for an alarm 
activation. The department returned 
to service at 12:01 a.m. 


On Sunday, March 22 at 5:08 
p.m., the duty office responded to 
Fuller Road for an investigation, 
and returned to service at 5:30 p.m. 


On Sunday, March 22 at 5:30 
p.m., the duty officer investigated an 
unauthorized fire on Palmer Road, 
and returned to service at 5:45 p.m. 


On Sunday, Mar. 22, at 8:15 
p.m., the department responded to 
Main St. for a Carbon Monoxide 
detector activation. The department 
returned to service at 8:45 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to three Fire Calls and 
1S EMS calls for the week of March 
16 through March 22. 


On Tuesday, March 17 at 10:11 
a.m., the department responded to 
96 Palmer Road for the smell of 
propane. The department returned 
to service at 11:09 a.m. 


On Wednesday, March 18 at 
2:39 p.m., the department provided 
to mutual aid to 1519 Main St. to 
assist the Palmer Fire Department. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:24 p.m. 


On Thursday, March 19 at 5:12 
p.m., the department responded to 
40 State St. for the smell of pro- 
pane. The department to service at 
5:38 p.m. 





STCC unveils Fire Investigation Transfer program 
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SPRINGFIELD — Starting 
this fall, Springfield Technical 
Community College will offer 
a new option in the Fire Pro- 
tection and Safety Technology 
Department: Fire Investigation 
Transfer. 

Students who choose this 
option will study fire behavior, 
fire operations, prevention, in- 
vestigations and criminal law 
through courses in fire science 
and criminal justice. 

“We're thrilled to offer this 
option, which will prepare stu- 
dents to continue their educa- 
tion toward a bachelor’s degree 
in fire investigation, home- 
land security or fire science, 
based on their desired area of 
interest,’ said Julian “Skip” 
Tenczar, chair of the Fire Pro- 
tection and Safety Technology 
Department. 

Fire investigators often 
work for local, state and federal 
agencies, but also pursue opportuni- 
ties in the private sector. 

According to Tenczar, fire in- 
vestigators need a sharp eye, ded- 
icated commitment to discovering 
the truth and the professional integ- 
rity to follow their findings through 
the legal system. 

“The Fire Investigation pro- 
gram at STCC can open doors to 
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this exciting field where you can 
make a difference,’ Tenczar said. 

The program is offered in the 
evening only, which will give stu- 
dents who work more flexibility, 
Tenczar said. 

According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, jobs are expect- 
ed to grow by 8 percent between 
2018 and 2028 for fire inspectors 
and investigators. The median pay 
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STCC will offer a new Fire Investigation Transfer program this fall. Pictured are 
two Springfield Fire Department firefighters. 


in 2018 was $60,200. 

Students who — successfully 
complete the two-year program will 
receive an Associate in Science in 
Fire Protection and Safety Technol- 
ogy. 
To learn more about the pro- 
gram and to apply for the fall, visit 
stcc.edu/explore/programs/fitr.as/. 


MOTYKA 


FUNERAL HOME 


ESTABLISHED 1923 


FUNERALS ~ CREMATION 
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS 


Third Generation 


2186 MAIN STREET 
THREE RIVERS, MA, 01080 


(413) 283-7111 


" 


George Motyka, 


Funeral Director - Embalmer 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FARM EQUIPMENT 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 ot. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 
8136 Chesterfield 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


FIREWOOD 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFORMA- 
TION PACKAGE Have your prod- 
uct idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers. Call 855- 
380-5976 for a free idea starter guide. 


Submit your idea for a free consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


siee | Tel: 413-289-0058 
pid Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kifchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

SixtyFive Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes.com 
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IRS Problems? 
|= 3 ae od oo) (= 1-1} elat-] Ma t-lele| (=m ian ce) fo] ee 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 


ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





**ekx*EX*KA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper than 
dumpster fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. (413)283- 

6512, cell (413)222-8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


«Call Foran, | TR 
Appointment IRS 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


)} AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5590 Palmer, MA O1009 


Personal & Small Business 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


| PROVIDER | 
PROVIDER | 


] To All New Clients ' 


Federal & All States 





$50 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 





CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ° 1-800-824-6543 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 








MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


LI VISA 


_4J Discover 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Village Hills 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. 
Call today for a free quote. 413-289- 
6251 Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


Quabbin —————_ 


Circulation: 


— —_| Add $10 for a second Zone 
$38.50 "3600 or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State. Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
J Cash J Check# x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 
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Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Suburban 


WILBRAHAM 






Includes 


additional words 
$10.00 
+ — Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
$5.00 
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


DEMO’S PLUMBING & HEAT- 
ING Small jobs, big jobs. 30 yrs. 
experience. Reasonable prices, qual- 
ity work. Credit cards accepted 413- 
221-6475 Master Lic #16635 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


SANDERSON © MacLEop 


MECHANIC TECH 
Sanderson MacLeod is GROWING 
and looking for creative, mechanically 
inclined people to join our expanding 
team. 

As a world leader in twisted wire 
brush products (and voted an “Em- 
ployer of Choice” in Massachusetts) 
Sanderson's proprietary technology 
is dynamic, fast and diverse. We are 
currently seeking to expand our team 
through the addition of a select few 
talented people, who are passionate 
in finding out how machines work. 
Our next team members will possess 
good problem-solving skills, enjoy 
automation system maintenance, and 
have experience working with such 
things as electrical sensors, PLC’s, 
servo motors, servo drives, hydraulic 
and mechanical functions, and more. 
Must be available for both weekly 
and weekend overtime as needed. 
While 5+ years of related experience 
is preferred, for the right person, we'll 
provide the instruction, education and 
guidance that will make you success- 
ful. Sanderson MacLeod offer’s a com- 
petitive benefit package. 

Interested candidates should submit 
their resume via mail or email (indicat- 
ing their shift preference) to: 
Sanderson MacLeod, Inc. 

Attn: Director of Human Resources 
PO Box 50 

Palmer, MA 01069 

bgibson @sandersonmacleod.com 
EOE, including disability/veterans 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


POSITION AVAILABLE Market 
Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 
ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in per- 
son or online at www.salemcrossinn. 
com 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUBING (fH 
OPPORTUNITY 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


THREE RIVERS 4 ROOMS Base- 
ment storage, w/d, garage, trash re- 
moval. No smoking, No pets. $850. 
413-636-5597 


TIME SHARE FOR RENT Orlando, 
FL 413-267-3396 


WARE - 2 BEDROOM 2nd Floor 
- $750.00 per month. —__ Utilities not 
included. Centrally located, clean, qui- 
et, trash pick-up, on-site laundry and 
parking, fenced in yard. Responsible 
Landlord; references required. Call 
(508)867-3222 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67 Please call 
(413)436-5301 


MOBILE HOMES 


MOBILE HOME- DOUBLE WIDE 
fully furnished, 2 br, 2 bath. New win- 
dows & roof. Corner lot, Clearwater, 
FL. Over 55 complex. $25,000 or B/O. 
413-627-4554 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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NOW 


Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in Sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may 
be canceled with little notice. The Journal 
Register encourages readers to contact 
event coordinators and organizers for up- 
dated event times. 


INTERESTED IN QUILTING? 

The Quaboag Valley Quilters Guild 
is looking for new members. The Guild 
meets on the Ist, 3rd, and 5th Thursdays of 
the month at | p.m. in the basement of the 
Palmer Historical and Cultural Center, 2072 
Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is a no 
pressure group with varying degrees of ac- 
complishments, from novice to Big E “Best 
In Show” winners. The membership fee is 
$48 a year. For more information, contact 
Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or Merry 
Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow us on 
Facebook. 

CHURCH CABOOSE THRIFT SHOP 
at Second Congregational Church, 1080 
Pleasant St., Palmer has bargains on cloth- 
ing, household items, linens, books, crafts 
and more. Come and see Fridays and Satur- 
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 283-6958 
for more information. 

THE MONSON LIONS CLUB has a 
20-foot x 20-foot tent for rent. The cost is 
$75 for a two-day event. The club will put it 
up and take it down. For more details, con- 
tact Curt at 413-668-6653. 

DAY SPRING LODGE A.F. & A.M. 
located 14 Bliss St., Monson is making its 
hall available for rent for $75 for a variety 
of parties and functions. For reservations,, 
call Doug Battige at 413-267-5855 or 413- 
265-9398. 

RESERVE YOUR CELEBRATION 
TENT now for your First Communion, 


bridal and baby showers, graduation par- 
ties, family reunions, birthday parties or 
any other kind of celebration you may have 
outdoors. The Palmer Lions Club has a tent 
for you, either 20-feet x 20-feet for $125 or 
20-feet x 40-feet for $200. This includes 
setup and takedown in the Palmer area. Call 
Karen at 413-813-8445 to make a reserva- 
tion. You may need to leave a message and 
your call will be returned. The Palmer Lions 
Club tent rental fees go towards assistance 
for the people of Palmer, Bondsville, Three 
Rivers and Thorndike. 

MONSON WOODWACKERS wood 
carving club will meet every Thursday 
at Monson Senior Center on Main Street 
in Monson from 6-8 p.m. The club meets 
throughout the year. Membership is $10 
for the year, payable in September. Anyone 
interested should call Barbara Mackintosh 
at 413-237-8303. There are many beginner 
projects and experienced teachers, as well, 
within the club. 

STAINED GLASS MAKING CLASS 
will be held on Thursdays at the Holland 
Community Center from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. or 
6-9 p.m. Glass and tools are supplied. Take 
six classes for $48. Class sizes are limited 
and are open to all ages. For more informa- 
tion call Tom Baltazar at 508-245-2525. 

PALMER SALVATION ARMY Ser- 
vice Extension Unit offers residents in 
Palmer and Brimfield emergency assistance 
on a periodic basis. The outreach coordina- 
tor will be located on the second floor of 
St. Paul’s Unitarian Universalist Church at 
1060 Central St., Palmer. You must sched- 
ule an appointment by calling 413-221- 
8283 so you know what documentation to 
bring since those seeking assistance have 
to meet certain criteria and show proof of 
need. Please leave your name, number and 
the date you called. Phone messages are 
checked weekly, not daily. 

BOOKSTORE at the Unitarian Uni- 


Public Notices 


versalist Parish of Monson at the corner 
of Lincoln and Main streets in Monson is 
open the first Friday of every month from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., the third Saturday of every 
month from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Books priced 
from 25 cents to $1 each: fiction, nonfiction, 
thrillers, horror, mystery, science fiction, 
how-to, classic literature, children’s books, 
romances, cookbooks, gardening books 
and more. All proceeds benefit the parish. 
Donations are accepted. Call Mary at 267- 
0033 for more information. 

MARTHA’S TABLE STAFF at the 
Monson-Glendale = United Methodist 
Church is supporting the Monson Open 
Pantry by providing a meal once a month 
to anyone who will bring a non-perishable 
food item. Staff have begun packing and de- 
livering the meals in cooperation with the 
Monson Senior Center. The meal is served 
at the church, 162 Main St., Monson on the 
third Saturday of each month from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. For more information call 
267-3798. 

SENIOR LUNCHEON. The Monson 
Council on Aging invites seniors over age 
60 to its luncheon program every Monday 
— Friday at the Monson Senior Center, 106 
Main St., Monson. Home cooked meals are 
always served at noon. The requested do- 
nation of $2.50 includes the entrée, bread, 
dessert and beverage. Menus are available 
in the COA newsletter. Luncheon reserva- 
tions must be made by 2:30 p.m. the day 
before you would like to come to lunch. 
For more info or van reservations, call 267- 
4121. 

GAME NIGHT will be held at Top 
Floor Learning at the Palmer Public Li- 
brary the second Tuesday of each month: 
Apr. 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, Aug. 11, 
Sept., 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8, 2020 
from 6-7:45 p.m. There is no fee or regis- 
tration required, and attendants must be 16 
years of age or older unless accompanied 


by an adult. Games include Scrabble, Crib- 
bage, Monopoly, Rummy, Chess, Checkers, 
Uno, Yahtzee, Bridge, Skipboo, Crazy 8’s, 
Hearts, Dominos, etc. Attendees may bring 
their own. For more information call 283- 
2329 or email palewis19@yahoo.com. 

MAKE A DONATION to the Monson 
Free Library in honor of a special person or 
family member, in the form of a book, DVD 
or CD, audio book or magazine subscrip- 
tion. The person will receive a letter inform- 
ing them of your gift. The cost of donations 
is $25 for a book, $20 for a CD or DVD, 
$100 for an audio book and $20 for a maga- 
zine subscription. For more information call 
267-3866. 


CANCELLATIONS 


THE EASTER EGG HUNT sponsored 
by the Polish National Alliance Council 62 
of Chicopee, MA to be held on April 4, 2020 
at 11:30 AM at Camp Stanica in Bondsville, 
MA is canceled for this year. The reason is 
due to the coronavirus and the restrictions 
of Governor Baker on limiting public gath- 
erings of more than 25 people. We hope to 
see you next year. If you have any ques- 
tions, please contact Terry Sherman at 413- 
596-9578 or E-mail Terrysherm @ aol.com. 


THE SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH of Palmer is canceling its Lenten 
Lunches due to the coronavirus. 


ONGOING 


CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
Please join us at 6 p.m. every first Thursday 
of the month at Palmer Healthcare Center, 
250 Shearer St. Palmer. Light refreshments 
will be served Contact Kate Martin at 413- 
283-8361 for more information. 


CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED - Who 
is Jesus? What did he achieve? How should 
we respond? “Christianity Explored” is a 
study which seeks to answer these ques- 
tions from the Gospel of Mark. The course 
involves seven weekly one-hour sessions 
using Bible study, related DVD viewing, 
and discussion of the pertinent passages. 
For more information contact Mal at 413- 
267-5025. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES at the Brim- 
field Senior Center, located in the First 
Congregational Church, 20 Main St., Brim- 
field include strength training classes on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9-10 a.m.; 
Tai Chi on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9-10 
a.m.; gentle arthritis and chair yoga combo 
classes on Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; bingo on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the month- 
ly ($1 per card, 25 cents per game, cover-all 
price $10); There is a suggested donation of 
$2 for 55 and up and $3 for under 55. Lunch 
is served on Tuesdays and Thursdays, with 
reservations required by 11 a.m. on the pre- 
vious day. There is a $2 suggested donation. 
Plarning, crocheting and knitting is offered 
the first Friday of each month and massage 
with Vicki is offered the third Tuesday of 
the month from 9:15-11:15 a.m., by ap- 
pointment only. The cost is $5 for 10 min- 
utes and $15 for 20 minutes. For more in- 
formation call 413-245-7253. 

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM is 
closed for winter and will re-open on March 
1, 2018 at 35 Ely Rd., Monson. Nature trails 
are open daily for hiking, snowshoeing and 
cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculp- 
ture Garden is open year-round (handouts in 
box on one of the sign posts) For more in- 
formation call 413-267-5210, email khm@ 
keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit www. 
keephomesteadmuseum.org. 





Commonwealth of 


LEGAL NOTICE the property owner. 
MONSON Submitted by: 
CONSERVATION Monson Conservation 
COMMISSION Commission 
Under the require- 3/26/2020 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission LEGAL NOTICE 
will hold a public meeting MONSON 
on Wednesday April 1, CONSERVATION 
2020 at 8:00 P.M. in the COMMISSION 


Public Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Request for a Determination 
of Applicability to determine 
if the boundaries of resource 
areas depicted on the plan 
are accurate and whether 
the work associated with 
the proposed construction 
of a SFH located on Lot 1B 
Stafford Hollow Rd, Map 
105, Parcel 2E is subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act. 
Property owner & appli- 
cant Maria Roxo filed the 
request. 
Submitted by: 
Monson Conservation 
Commission 
3/26/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the vequire- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday April 1, 
2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the 
Public Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Notice of Intent for the con- 
struction of a SFH, drive- 
way, well, sanitary sewage 
disposal system and other 
associated activities at 12 
Hancock Road, Map 20, 
Parcel 7. The proposed 
project will result in approx- 
imately 20,432 sf of distur- 
bance within the 200’ ripar- 
ian zone and 8,310 sf of dis- 
turbance in the 100’ riparian 
zone. Vincent Zanetti filed 
the request, John Colton is 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic hearing on Wednesday 
April 1, 2020 at 7:45 P.M. 
in the Public Meeting Room, 
Town Office Building, 110 
Main St. Under consider- 
ation is a Notice of Intent 
for the construction of an 
18’ wide gravel common 
access driveway, stormwa- 
ter facilities and 2 SFH’s 
with private wells and sew- 
age disposal systems at 15 
Waid Road, Map 30, Parcel 
12V. The proposed proj- 
ect includes approximate- 
ly 23,495 sf of disturbance 
within the 100’ buffer zone 
and 1,825 sf of disturbance 
within the 25’ wetland offset. 
John Goodrich II, owner and 

applicant, filed the request. 

Submitted by: 
Monson Conservation 
Commission 
3/26/2020 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 
7:00 PM in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room, 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA. 

The applicant, Mint 
Cultivation Facilities, LLC, 
is seeking a Special Permit, 
Site Plan Approval and 
a Finding as required by 
sections 171.28 — Special 
Permit, 171.67- Industrial 
A District , 171.29 — Site 


Plan Approval, 171-124 — 
Marijuana Establishments, 
and 171.83 — Pre-Existing, 
Non-Conforming Uses, 
Structures, Lots for the 
Operation of a marijuana 
cultivation and manufactur- 
ing facility at the property 
located at 25 Ware Street, 
Palmer, MA. This parcel is 
also known as Assessor’s 
Map 73, Lot 57. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building from 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM, Monday through 
Thursday. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 413- 
283-2605 or appear at the 
time and place designated 
above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
3/19, 3/26/20 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic meeting on Wednesday 
April 1, 2020 at 7:15 P.M. 
in Room 112, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main St. 
Under consideration is a 
Request for a Determination 
of Applicability to deter- 
mine if the work associated 
with the installation of a new 
septic tank, leach field and 
associated activities locat- 
ed at 102 Brimfield Road 
is subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act. Property 
owner Scott Malo filed the 
request. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Submitted by: — in the Petition. 

Monson Conservation The Petitioner requests 
Commission that: Virginia R. Wright 
3/26/2020 of Feeding Hills MA be 
appointed as Personal 
LEGAL NOTICE Representative(s) of said est- 
MONSON ate to serve Without Surety 
CONSERVATION on the bond in an unsuper- 

COMMISSION vised administration. 


Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic meeting on Wednesday 
April 1, 2020 at 8:15 P.M. 
in Room 112, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main St. 
Under consideration is a 
Request for a Determination 
of Applicability to determine 
if the boundaries of resource 
areas are accurately delineat- 
ed in order to avoid impact- 
ing wetlands during vegeta- 
tion management under the 
CSX Transportation Railroad 
Vegetation Management 
Plan. Property owner CSX 
Transportation, Inc. filed the 
request. 

Submitted by: 
Monson Conservation 
Commission 

March 26, 2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0562EA 
Estate of: 
Maurice Esdras Dufresne 
Date of Death: 12/14/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Virginia R. Wright 
of Feeding Hills MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a for- 
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 


1 
2 


3 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
04/21/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expensesof administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 19, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/26/2020 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20A0012AD 
In the matter of: 
Kyle Anthony Nelson 
CITATION 
G.L.c. 210, § 6 

To: Kristopher Leonard 
Nelson 

any unnamed or unknown 
parent and persons inter- 
ested in a petition for the 
adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said court by: 
Rachel Wiesner 0/w Rachel 
Marie Wiesner of Palmer, 
MA requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to 

Kyle Anthony Wiesner 

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an indi- 
gent person. An indigent per- 
son is defined by SJC Rule 
3:10. The definition includes 
but is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran’s 
benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before the 
date listed below to obtain the 
necessary forms. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT: Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
04/15/2020 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


public notice web site to search all notices in 


Massachusetts newspapers. 


Date: March 2, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/12, 3/19, 3/26/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0515EA 
Estate of: 
David F. Reed 
Date of Death: 04/17/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Sandra J. Sheldon 
of Palmer, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as request- 
ed in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Sandra J. Sheldon of 
Palmer, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin- 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
04/10/202. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an _ unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri- 
bution of assets and expens- 
es of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 11 , 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/26/2020 


VISIT 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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STCC offers online 
workforce development 
training 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College’s Workforce Development Center offers a 
range of online courses available 24 hours a day from 
any device with an internet connection. 

Online education at STCC combines interactive ex- 
ercises, mini-cases, video and focused reading to ensure 
courses are not only engaging but that students learn. 

“With many people staying home during these 
challenging times, now is an ideal time to take advan- 
tage of our affordable online learning programs to im- 
prove your skills or learn new ones,’ said Dave Buono- 
ra, assistant vice president of workforce development. 

Among the variety of programs, STCC offers a 
Managing Remote Employees course, which may be 
helpful for employers trying to figure out the best way 
to manage employees working from home or offsite. 
The course is part of MindEdge Web-Based Education’s 
management suite. 

Job-seekers, including workers who have been laid 
off, also may qualify for short-term training options 
through MassHire. 

Students who are enrolling for the purpose of meet- 
ing professional certification or licensing requirements 
are strongly advised to check with their specific certifi- 
cation or licensing authority to ensure that course con- 
tent meets any requirements that have been established 
by that licensing or certification body. 

STCC partners with the following Web-based edu- 
cation providers to offer online education: 

‘-MindEdge Web-Based Education: MindEdge is 
a provider of online continuing education courses de- 
signed to help students improve professional knowl- 
edge and skills. Courses are available 24 hours a day 
from any device with an internet connection. 

-Ed2Go Web-Based Education: Education to Go 1s 
an online educational content, technology and services 
company for higher education. They offer hundreds of 
online courses to assist students in finding a new career 
or prepare them for advancement in their current po- 
sition. The programs provide an engaging, supportive, 
and convenient environment. They are completely on- 
line and available 24/7 so they work with any schedule. 

‘Online Career Training: Career Training Programs 
are designed by a team of experts from their respective 
fields. They work to provide students with a highly 
effective web-based learning experience. Learn in-de- 
mand skills recognized by employers. Most programs 
prepare students for national certification. Students can 
start anytime, and work at their own pace. Textbooks 
and learning materials are included, also loans are avail- 
able. Expert instructor assistance provided. 

‘Professional Development for Fitness Industry: 
STCC has partnered with W.I.T.S. (World Instructor 
Training School), an organization that has been train- 
ing and certifying fitness professionals for more than 
24 years. 

For more information, contact the Workforce De- 
velopment Center at 755-4225, email wdc @stcc.edu or 
visit www.stcc.edu/wdc. 





NENPA Journalism 
scholarships available 


Aspiring journalists are encouraged to apply for a 
New England Newspaper and Press Association schol- 
arship through the Journalism Education Foundation of 
New England. 

High school seniors and college students studying 
and acquiring work experience preparing them for a ca- 
reer in journalism are eligible to apply. 

To qualify, students must be a resident of New En- 
gland, be a high school senior or college undergraduate 
studying journalism or a related field, and have GPA of 
3.0 or higher. Additionally, applicants must demonstrate 
a serious interest in journalism by sending a cover let- 
ter, transcript, resume or biography, letter of recommen- 
dation and a body of published work in a school news 
publication, general circulation newspaper or similar 
publication or a body of work prepared for a journalism 
class. 

The deadline for applications is March 27. 

For more information or applications, visit nenpa. 
com/students/scholarships. 
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Kimberly J. Martins, M.D. 
Priya S. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 
Jonathan Rosenstein, M.D. 
Rebecca Gurney, C.N.P. 
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Gary J. Nielan, M.D. 
Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy C. Kasper, M.D. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 


Pediatric 
& Adolescent 
Medicine 


is pleased to announce that 


JONATHAN 
ROSENSTEIN, M.D. 


has joined our staff. 





2207 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 


35 Turkey Hill Road 
Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 © Fax: (413) 596-2940 
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Elms College to 
conduct classes 
online through 

spring semester 


CHICOPEE - As a precautionary measure in re- 
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic, the College of 
Our Lady of the Elms will move all classes online 
for the remainder of the spring 2020 semester, effec- 
tive March 23, College President Harry E. Dumay 
recently announced. 

“The health and safety of our students, faculty 
and staff are our highest priorities,’ Dumay said. “As 
this unprecedented crisis and state of emergency con- 
tinues to unfold, campus leadership has determined 
that the best course of action to ensure the safety of 
Elms College constituents and the wider community 
will be to move all classes completely online for the 
rest of the spring semester. This change is for all pro- 
grams and all locations.” 

Dumay added that if conditions drastically im- 
prove in the coming weeks, campus leadership may 
revisit the decision and could transition classes back 
to campus after ample notification to students, facul- 
ty and staff. 

All academic, athletic, and co-curricular 
on-campus events have been canceled for the rest of 
the 2019-2020 academic year. 

Students who have off-campus educational ac- 
tivities, including nursing clinicals, student teaching, 
social work field placement, CSD practicum, intern- 
ships, etc., will receive specific updates directly from 
their dean or division chair, the college announced. 

Students with campus employment as a grad- 
uate assistant or a student employee, are asked to 
contact their supervisor for further guidelines and 
instructions. 

Residence halls will remain closed for the rest of 
the academic year. Students who have been allowed 
to remain on campus due to exceptional circumstanc- 
es will continue to do so. Resident students will be 
expected to move out of the residence halls by April 
1. Students will receive an email from residence life 
with the check-out procedures and options. 

As of March 18, there have been no reported 
cases of coronavirus within the Elms community. 
Elms College officials communicate regularly with 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and 
the Centers for Disease Control and also have a mul- 
tidisciplinary Health Emergency Preparedness Com- 
mittee monitoring the situation. 

Students and their families may find the latest 
information about Elms College’s virus-related pol- 
icies and frequently asked questions online at www. 
elms.edu/coronavirus. 





Big Y announces new 
appointments 


SPRINGFIELD — Big Y Foods Inc. recently an- 
nounced several new appointments within the super- 
market chain. 

Among them, Jasmine A. Earl, of Wilbraham, has 
been named food service sales manager at the East 
Longmeadow store. 

“At Big Y, we are committed to providing the 
tools and training necessary to support our employ- 
ees in their development,’ Michael Galat, vice pres- 
ident of employee services, said. “We look forward 
to their continued growth in the pursuit of excellence 
as they personally develop their own skills in order to 
take on these new levels of responsibility.” 

Big Y operates 83 locations throughout Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut, including Boston Road in 
Wilbraham. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 


major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley. 
com. 
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POSITION 
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www.turley.com 








LOCAL 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turle yo 


slab Inc 
www.turley.com 
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Dakin Humane Society donated health care supplies to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield. 


Dakin donates supplies to Baystate 


SPRINGFIELD -— Dakin Humane Society do- 
nated its in-house quantity of disposable surgical 
gowns and booties, along with other personal pro- 
tective equipment to help Baystate Medical Cen- 
ter in its efforts to curb the effects of COVID-19. 
Dakin’s Director of Operations Karina King 
said, “We’ve seen news stories about the need 
for protective equipment being faced by those 
in human health care, so we reached out to Bay- 
state Medical Center because they’re local. 
On Friday, March 20, several cases of equipment were 
carried out of Dakin’s Springfield Adoption Center 
and loaded into a van and a trailer that brought the 
goods to Baystate. In addition to the gowns and boo- 
ties, other items included nitrile examination gloves, 
surgical masks with attached face shields and caps. 
According to King, “We anticipated that human 
health workers would need these supplies soon, so we 
recently stopped using disposable items at Dakin and 
found alternative equipment including smocks that 
could be laundered and re-used instead of being dis- 
posed of. It’s part of our responsibility as community 
members that when we have items that human health 


care workers need, we want to ensure that they have 
what they need to keep themselves, and us, healthy.” 
Dakin itself has felt the effects of the COVID-19 
crisis, and has restructured its staff to cover its most 
vital programs including adoptions, pet surrenders 
and emergency pet owner-requested euthanasia. 
While its two adoption centers are currently closed 
to the public, people seeking these services can call 
Dakin at 413-781-4000 and staff will assist them. 
Dakin Humane Society delivers effective, innovative 
services that improve the lives of animals in need and 
the people who care about them from its two locations 
in Leverett and Springfield. The organization shelters, 
treats and fosters more than 20,000 animals each year 
and has performed over 92,000 spay/neuter surgeries 
since 2009, making it New England’s largest spay/ 
neuter provider. 

Dakin is a local nonprofit organization that relies 
solely on contributions from individuals and business- 
es that care about animals to bring its services to the 
community. For more information, visit www.dakin- 
humane.org. 





HCC Foundation opens 2020-21 
scholarship season 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
Community College Foundation is 
now accepting scholarship appli- 
cations for the 2020-2021 academ- 
Ic year. 

More than $200,000 in awards 
is available for incoming, continu- 
ing and transferring HCC students. 

The application deadline is 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020. 

Students must be currently 
enrolled at HCC or have been ac- 
cepted for the upcoming academic 


year to be eligible for scholarships, 
which are awarded through the 
HCC Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit 
fundraising corporation. 
Applicants need only fill out 
a single online form to be auto- 
matically matched with the schol- 
arships they are most qualified to 
receive. There are scholarships 
for new students, current students 
and students transferring to oth- 
er institutions, scholarships based 
on financial need, scholarships for 


student in specific majors, scholar- 
ships for residents of certain com- 
munities, and scholarships that 
recognize academic achievement. 

To begin the application pro- 
cess, go to www.hcc.edu/scholar- 
ships. 

Questions should be directed 
to the HCC Foundation office at 
413-552-2182 or Donahue 170 on 
the HCC campus, 303 Homestead 
Ave. 





Bankers 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
Association announced 


closure,’ 


said Daniel J. Forte, MBA 
president and CEO. 


Banks to remain open, customers urged 
to bank electronically 


addition, access to funds through 


“The safest online and mobile banking, ATMs 


that banks throughout the common- 
wealth will remain open while keep- 
ing their customers and employees 
safe. 

According to Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er’s order issued March 23, finan- 
cial institutions such as banks are 
considered essential services and 
will not be subject to the closure. 
“While we strongly encourage all 
Massachusetts residents to heed the 
Governor’s stay at home advisory 
and use online or mobile banking, 
consumers will continue to have ac- 
cess to banking services during the 
mandatory non-essential business 


place for your money right now is in 
your local bank where it is insured up 
to $250,000 by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. Many Mas- 
sachusetts banks also have excess 
insurance to protect your funds.” 
Consumers needing access to bank- 
ing services should check with their 
institution, as many banks have 
closed branch lobbies, reduced 
hours or shifted to drive-through 
only at some locations in an effort 
to protect their customers and em- 
ployees, the MBA advises. Howev- 
er, bank staff are available to serve 
customers and answer questions. In 


and at point of sale transactions re- 
mains available during this time. 
The Massachusetts Bankers 
Association represents 135 com- 
mercial, savings, cooperative, and 
federal savings banks and savings 
and loan associations with approx- 
imately $380 billion in local assets, 
72,000 employees across Massachu- 
setts and New England, over 2,000 
banking locations, more than 4,500 
ATMs, and donate more than $105 
million annually to social agencies 
and charitable organizations across 
the commonwealth. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.massbankers.org. 


WE ARE OPEN!!! 


Come In & Stock Up - Plenty Of Frozen Foods 
Fresh Items Will Be Priced On A Daily Basis 


GREAT DEALS 


cia 90meat.com 


90 Meat Outlet 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
SALE DATES: 3/26/20 - 4/01/20 Thurs. 8-6 « Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 





BUY DIRECT FOR 
90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


mmm SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION # SERVICE 


